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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ADJUTANT  GENERAL. 
WASHINGTON.  D.C.  20310 


IN  nen-v  refer  to 


AGAM-P  (M)  (24  Jul  68) 


FOR  OT  RD  68X037  12  August  1968 


SUBJECT:  Combat  After  Action  Report  -  Battle  of  LANG  VEI,  5th  Special 
,  Forces  Group  (Airborne),  let  Special  Forces,  Period  24  January  - 

o  7  February  1968  (U) 

see  distribution  arroBtlHg  the  Batlo 

WJ  .cfonne  of^  tbo  United  S  'atss  irithla  th«  xeeu,.lng  of  the 

CO  lu  'J-  S.  C.,  Footion  795  and  rS4 

■■  Piv*iADii,ocl  by  ler. ' 

^igl  .X  N  1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  as  inclosure  for  review  and  evaluation 
in  accordance  with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15. 

li  ^ 


2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appro- 
^^priate  benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current 
^  operations  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
I 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  T1?S  APJIY 
CaiPAiIY  C 

^TH  SPECIAL  FORCES  GRODP  (MR30R!,I; ),  1ST  S'^EGI'i  FORCES 
APO  San  Francisco  96337 


A'fSD-SFC 


27  February  1960 


SUBJECT:  Ai’TER  ACTICIT  RI^Pa'iT  BAT  'U-:  (F  L'  'Q  VEI 


1.  GEi'lER''-L  SITUATTQih 

a.  The  Lanp  Fei  Cairio  Strike  Force  Camp  had  t!ie  primary  mission  of  border 
surveillance  and  area  pacification.  The  border  surveillance  is  on  tl^at  portion  of 
the  border  that  is  ad-jacent  to  the  border  within  the  Taor.  The  area  pacification  is 
a  oombinati'.'n  of  the  DetacViment  military  Civic  Action/Psychological  Operations  in 
conjunction  i-d.th  Discrict  and  Province  level  programs .  In  conjunction  V7ith 
surveillance  and  pacification,  the  camp  had  the  requirement  for  a  complete  recon¬ 
naissance  of  its  Taor  every  month, 

b.  Camp  Lang  Vei  was  located  in  the  extreme  northwestern  corner  of  South 
Vietnam,  The  Gamp  (COORDS  XD  70635?)  was  situate'-’  southwest  of  Iftis  Sanh  Combat  Base 
and  aporoximately  two  k'lometers  oast  of  tho  Laot-ian  border.  Camp  Lang  Vei's  Taor 
was  strategically  located  and  contained  several  broad  valleys  which  are  likely 
choices  of  infiltration  routes  from  Laos  in  the  west  and  northwest  and  from  the  DI-i2 
in  the  north  toward  Kho  Sanh  Combat  Base, 

c.  D'oriig  th;  night  of  6  and  7  Febmiary  the  weather  was  clear  vdth 
scattered  to  broken  clouds,  bases  3000  foot  to  5000  feet.  Howevoi',  as  the  nright 
%;ore  on  tho  weather  grow  progressive!;'-  -worso.  By  0230  the  stratus  ceiling  >7as 
below  1000  feet  accompanied  by  some  ground  fog  which  greatly  hindered  visibility, 

2,  FRiaiDLY  SITU  -.TIJN  PRIOR  70  T-IS  ATT\CKt 

a,  21:0800  January;  Camp  Lang  Vei  received  word  from  Khe  Sanh  Combat  Base 
that  tho  33rd  Laotian  elopliant  battalion  had  been  overrun  by  IP/A  units  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  VJith  tanks.  It  was  also  s'batcd  that  sur-vivors  from  the  33rd  Laotian  element 
and  refugees  wei'e  enroute  to  the  ca-rips  location.  The  Laotian  soldiers  and  refugees 
closed  into  the  Lang  Vei  area  during  the  evening  of  2h  Janiru-"/-,  On  25  January,  the 
33rd  Laotian  Elephant  Bat-bnlion  t-»as  allowed  to  take  u'O  positions  in  the  old  c.amp 
Lang  Vei  (COORDS  XD  79l(36l),  The  Laotian  refugees  were  taken  to  Lang  Vei  village 
to  -where  -temporary  housing  vras  provided, 

b,  251053  January;  Camp  bang  Voi  received  an  unknovm  number  of  artillery- 
rounds  from  the  -'vest  (Vicinity  Coords  XD  7Uii317)  resulting  in  one  friendly  'JLA, 

c,  311130  January:  A  three  platoon  Mobile  Strike  Force  Reconnaissance 

Operation  made  a  chance  contact  with  an  cstLaatcd  throe  company  UVA  force  (Vicinity 
XD  8I5375)  ros-ating  in  one  friendly  KIA  and  four  while  the  enemy-  suffered  5U 
XLA,  65  IflA  and  an  estimated  00  to  100  kHlod  by  air.  _  _ 

Special  Handling  Required 

HOI  RELF,ASABLE  TO  FOREIGN  NATIONALS 

fOI!i[OT  —  By  Authority  of  CO,  5th  SFGA 
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“  'CONnOENTIM 

d.  From  20  January  t’aroupih  February,  spcadic  enemy  mortar  and  artillery 
firo  noro  rocoived  in  and  around  Camp  Lan{^  Voi,  This  appeared  to  be  zeroing  and 
harrassmont  firo. 


0.  From  the  31st  of  Januai-y  mtil  the  ca.np  wao  overrun,  small  reconnaisanen 
pa.trola  .Tid  ambush  patrols  ncro  initiated  approximately  one  to  three  kilometers  in 
all  directions  of  the  c.nmp.  The  reconnaissanco  partols  had  the  mission  of  confirming 
locations  of  reported  iWA  troop  positions.  Only  three  of  tlio  above  operations  mado 
contact  that  resulted  in  friendly  or  enemy  KI;\,  'fhose  results  are  as  fellows:  Four 
friendlies  KIA  and  sovon  ’On  \jh.ilo  onemy  losses  woro  throe  IdA  one  Oil. 

3,  SCQUShCT'.  EVE'iTS  DURUiC-  Th~S  ATTICIC  .'jJP  EV.CU..TI1H ; 

a,  061025’  February!  Cujnp  Lang  Voi  •  eccived  an  un'.cno’T.  number  of  enemy 
mortar  rounds  resulting  in  eight  Camp  Strike  Force  personnel  boinn  IJIA,  Counter 
mortar  fires  v:ere  placed  on  suspected  enemy  positions  viuh  unlmoi’n  results, 

b,  061810 1  An  estimated  hO  to  60  rounds  of  152m)'i  or  l55mm  artillery  were 
rocoived  wit  lin  the  camp  perimeter  resulting  in  two  Caji;p  Strike  Force  porsonnel  ’1-A 
and  two  bunkors  damaged.  Counter  artillery  fires  were  requested  and  received  from 
Klio  Sanh  Combat  Base  with  unlcnown  results. 


c,  O7OO3O:  Canip  Lang  Vai  reported  it  was  under  attack  by  an  unknoxjn 

number  of  tanks  and  infantry.  It  'was  sta.tcd  that  taoshs  in  the  outer  perj-motcr 

xjire  and  that  artillery  and  TAG  Air  h<ad  been  requostod, 

d.  070100:  Camp  Lang  ’^oi  reported  one  "Spoolcy"  on  station  in  the  vicinity 

of  the  camp.  The  channels  at  Detachment  C_1  lost  communications  x-’ith  Long  Vei, 

TAG  Air  was  confirmed  on  the  xvay  by  III  lUF  Hqs  in  Dan.mg.  "I"  Cons  Hqs  r.eporled 
that  an  additional  Spooly  was  enroute  to  Lang  Foi, 
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! 
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e,  070200:  Camp  Lang  Voi  reported  that  tiirec  or  four  tanks  had  been 
destroyed.  A  total  of  seven  tanks  had  been  seen  by  this  time  and  wore  reported 
\islng  searchlights  to  swoop  the  c.amp  for  possible  targets, 

f,  07021^0:  C,anp  Lang  Fci  reported  that  uhero  was  one  tank  sitting  on  top 
of  the  tactical  ooorations  contor.  This  tank  had  been  destroyed.  The  camp  also 
reported  that  the  communications  personnel  xrore  burning  the  conmo  material  at  this 
time. 


g,  070320:  Corniunications  between  Camp  Lang  Vei  and  "C"  Cemp-any  v:ore  lost, 
'•11  the  folloifing  messages  vjcrc  relayed  frOTi  Kho  Sanh  Combat  Base. 

h,  O7O45O:  Tanks  woro  roporVdly  dcoerting  Orjnp  Lang  Joi  and  talcing  up 
positions  to  t'^'C  oast  of  the  c.amp,  (rUJTE;  At  O705I1O  "C"  Comnany  Btb  3FG'.  asked  III 
1L',F  to  implement  the  C.amp  Lang  Vd  contingency  plan,  "C"  Comnany  xcas  informed  that 
C.G.  Ill  ILJ  would  net  put  the  contingency  plan  into  effect.  One  Battalion  of 
liiarines  h.id  boon  requested,  .it  0705U5  orie  ilobllo  Strike  Force  Company  from  Dan.ang 
iTOG  enroute  to  Quang  Tri  where  it  was  to  st.andby  for  a  helibomo  assault  into  Camp 
Lang  V0I,) 

i,  O7063O:  A  report  from  the  USIiC  at  Ahc  Sanh  Comb, at  Base  indicated 
Gverything  above  ground  at  Camp  Lang  Voi  had  boon  destroyed, 
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J.  O7063O:  The  USjiC  .it  Khe  3anh  Ccmbat.  Base  re;jortoi'i  that  the  senior  US 
Amy  Special  forces  Advisor,  SFC  Ashley  with  the  oli’d  Laotian  Battalion  had  radio 
contact  with  the  survivors  located  in  the  TOC  at  Carap  Lanp  Vd. 

k»  07071(0:  Bnuort  receiva^  from  Kho  San)i  Conbat  Base  that  l5  nersonnel 
wore  alive  in  the  TOC  at  Caiiio  Lanp  V,->1. 

l.  070830:  GFG  Ar.hloy  denarted  the  ol.d  caww  area  (XB  79li36l)  enrouts  to 
new  Camp  Lang  V^i  vn  th  ono  cov.-pany  of  Laotians.  SFC  Ashloy  reported  that  air  strikes 
were  still  being  run  against  the  enemy  in  and  around  the  camp. 

m,  0709)^2:  SFC  Ashley  was  directing  a^.r  strikers  against  enemy  hold  posi¬ 
tions  ii:i  Camp  Lang  Voi. 

n.  O7IO3O:  The  Laotian  element  led  by  'JSASF  Advisers  rerjortedly  had  made 
five  assaults  on  enemy  positions  attempting  to  roach  Cai>^;p  Lang  '''eils  TOC  and  the  15 
j’r..'vivr)rs,  bach  attennt  had  hcen  turned  back  by  huavgr  small  arms  and  automatic 
weapons  fire.  On  the  last  attempt  the  senior  U.B.iSF  Adviser,  BFC  Ashloy,  ’;as 
crd-tlcally  wounded,  -It  this  time  the  Laotian  eleiaont  withdrew  back  to  the  old  camp 
area. 

o,  O713OO:  Klie  Sanh  Combat  Base  reported  T.'-.C  AIR  and  artillery  still  being 

used  In  support  of  the  personnel  remaining  in  Caj-.p  Lang  'Ani's  TOC,  The  USASF  Advisers 
vrith  the  Laotian  element  stil'l  had  contact  with  the  .survivors  in  Lang  "CC. 

p.  O715OO:  A.  ^0  man  C  &  C  olenent  was  boi.ng  briefed  at  FOB-3  Kho  Canh 
Combat  Base  in  preparation  for  rescue  of  the  15  pci-sonnol  romair.ing  in  Camp  Lang  Vci's 
TOC. 

q,  071^1$!  Khe  Sanh  Combat  Base  reported  VC/;iVA  all  along  highway  it9 
between  Gamp  Lang  Vci  and  Khc  Sanh  Combat  Base  in  sumbusb  positions. 


r,  071^30:  The  senior  USAS?  Advisor  nc.-?  located  at  old  Lang  Uai  Ccr'O  had 
coordinated  with  the  TAG  AIR  to  drop  their  ordnance  i.n  the  vicinity  of  the  TOC  in 
hopes  of  killing  the  enemy  forces  located  above  th :  TOC,  After  the  aircraft  dropped 
their  ordnance,  they  wo.re  to  make  dimmiy  passes  across  the  damp  in  an  attempt  at  j 

keeping  enemy  heads  den-.n  while  the  TOC  survivors  at  :.omptcd  to  depart  the  camp.  They  | 
were  picked  up  at  the  c.amp  miain  gate  by  Detachment  C-1  V'kS?  S...3  in  a  vehicle  without  j 
incident  and  rtuinitod  with  other  survivors  at  the  old  camp.site. 


s*  071630:  Khc  Sanh  Comb.ut  Base  reported  choppers  carrying  C  ft-  C  rescue 
element  had  departed  for  vicinity  old  Camp  Lanp  ^ci, 

t,  071700:  The  C  ft:  C  rescue  olomont  had  linked  up  ■'■nth  Camp  Lang  Vei 

survivor.s  at  old  campsite.  Survivors  wore  ostacted  to  JUne  Sanh  by  and  flo’-vi 

to  Kho  Sanh  Comb.at  Baso. 

u.  071030:  Ifhe  Sanh  Combat  Base  rcporteci  .survivors  from  Ca.mp  Lang  '^ci 
enrouto  back  to  Da  Hang  by  fljced  ’-ring  aircraft,  C  ft  C  rescue  element  reported 
linking  up  ’-dth  additional  Camp  Strik-e  Force  psr.sonncl  employing  osca-oe  and  evasion 
techniques  cast  of  the  new  camp,  Number  of  survivors  onroute  back  t'e  Da  Hang  totaled 

92. 
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V.  The  s'lvivors  from  Camp  Lirif;  Vg±,  maintaining  their  previous  tactical 
introglty  and  the  same  DctacTimcnt  designation  of  A-ioi,  have  formed  a  noi^  Mobiln 
S'uiikG  Forco  comnnay  presently  training  at  the  Hobilo  Strike  Force  Headquarters, 
Da  Nang  RVN. 


ii.  FACTS  AND  COMCLUSITNS ; 


a.  The  enemy  attacked  and  over  ran  Camp  Lnng  Voi  i-rith  a  forco  consisting 
of  12  tanks  some  of  ’’’'ich  wore  identified  as  (PT-76  Soviet  Amnhibioiis  Type)  and 
apnroximatoly  ).i00  infantiy  troops  of  which  one  company  is  beliovod  to  have  been 

sappni'Ss 


b.  The  enemy  attac’f  was  supported  by  an  estimated  four  lS'2mm  artilleigy 
/licccs  and  four  8?mm‘  moi'tars. 

c.  Enemy  losses  arc  estimated  to  hav  .  T)e 'a  seven  tanks  (confirmed)  .and  two 
tanks  (nrobablo)  and  250  infantry  troops  KiA. 

d.  Regular  NVA  units  in  mass  have,  superior  f'iro  cower  to  main  force  VC  units 
and  arc  therefore  bet+or  suited  to  attac'^lng  fortified  position's, 

e.  Despite  Gamp  Lane  Vd's  inadvoquato  anti  tank  defenses  and  la.ck 

csychological  conditioning  for  an  armored  at  '  ack,  the  CSF  put  up  a  cpiritad  defense  and 

did  not  break  and  ruii,  over  one  half  of  th.,-  GSF  di,;d  riefendina:  thei.r  positions, 

actually  trying  to  fight  tanks  L'fifjh  MGs,  carbines  and  rifles, 

f.  Camp  Lang  Voi's  anti  t.ank  weapons  consist  ;d  of  two  106RR  and  100  TVd-fe. 

g.  j'iore  emphasis  sliould  b  ;  placed  on  anti  tank  defenses  by  ali.  Camp  Strike 

Force;  Camps  to  include  .anti  tank  training  for  all  personnel  and  tho*  construction  of 
tank  obstacles. 

h.  Camp  dtriko  Force  Cfumps  >7hich  hav  ; 'TAQR '  3  contiguo’’s  1,0  other  countries 
must  h.avc  a  T/iCR  that  extends  out  in  all  directions  fi-om  the  camp  sufficiently  far 

to  insure  tlio  capability  of  fixi.ng  tho  enemy  and  providing  early  warning  through 
continuous  reconnaissance:,  The  limited  oast-west  operational  area  imposed  by  the 
RVN-Laotian  b order  sp yt jr c ly  tod  this  cap.ability  at  Lang  Voi^  Tactical  surprise 

was  acTdoved  by  the  introduction  of  a  now  Tuaponn  system  from  an  uncxnsctod  direction, 

i.  The  -iobi.le  Strike  Force  comnan:.'  which  had  b'j  ;n  movtid  to  Cuang  Tri  to 
reinforce  tho  carap  could  not  be  displaced  further  due  to  lack  of  helicopters. 

.1,  The  camp  defenses  at  Camp  Lsng  Vei  stopped  the  attack,  it  could  not 
move  beyond  the  camp  toward  IQ-io  Sanh.  T’ne  uouition  could  have  been  restored  by  one 
Mobile  Strike  Force  comn.''.n,y  at  the  timo  of  evacuation.  It  could  have  boon  restored 
earlier  by  the  Laotian  Battalion  had  they  been  only  slightly  aggressive.  The 
restoration  would  have  been  of  doubtful  value  due  to  the  utter  destimction  of  the  canp, 

k,  COFRAM  vias  fired  on  Camp  Lang  Vol  three  times  during  the  morning  of 
Y  February  with  unknoT-m  results. 
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Cj  INTELLIGmCli  StElilARY  OF  REBIRTS  AOT  BICIREi’TS  PRIOR  TO  Ti-IE  ATTACK 

/  LANG  ’TOT  A-101 

1,  During  t'le  past  six  months  tho  cnor.iy  situation  in  tho  ICho  Dunh-Lang  i^ei 
aroa  was  characterized  by  inactivity  of  ma.-ior  cneny  units  ”ith  vcinr  few  contacts. 
During  thn  month  of  Docoiftber  cner.iy  reconnaissai-,co  and  countor-mconnaissanco 
activity  incrcasod  noticeably,  and  uuually  rf'liabla  sources  indicated  l.argo  enemy 
units  vjcrc  b  ing  concentrated  in  t.lio  area.  At  this  time  it  v;as  considered  probable 
that  major  ground  action  against  CIEG  and  uGj  iO  installations  in  th-o  Tho  3anh-Lang 
Voi  area  would  bo  conducted  as  nnrt  of  the  'iri-T'rtien  ’tiiitcr—Gpring  Camnalgn, 

2,  Intolligcnco  ropo-.-ts  from  Lan-  ''^ei  indjca'.  ,d  a  defijrite  increase  in  cncmj'' 
activity  during  the  month  of  -buuiar:.'.  'i'hcro  i-'crc  rooorts  of  enemy  \mits  croceinp 
the  So  Pone  uivor  from  Laos  into  t'iot  Nan,  and  a  caouiired  dociviont  montionod 
division,  rogiment,  and  battalion  sized  units.  Dy  th';  ;:iiddln  of  thn  month,  one 
agent  had  raportod  that  an  unidentified  raginont  had  iriovod  into  the  A-101  TAOR, 
During  this  t:ijQO  there  wore  sovoral  usually  rciiAblo  resorts  of  enemy  activit?/ 
VTithln  the  TAiOR. 

3,  Along  with  tho  agcint  resorts,  there  was  an  increase  in  tho  enony's  probing 
of  camp  defenses.  Camp  onoranions  began  to  ri.d'c  contact  with  small  enemy  uii'i ts. 

On  2h  Januar;/,  ITT  :l'.F  COG  reported  that  a  USAF  F/.C  had  sighted  five  tP.v'-s  in  the 
vicinity  of  XD  6!5337U.  A-n  airstrike  was  called,  and  the  FAl  reportod  one  tank 
destroyed  and  the  others  moving  uost  into  trees  along  h’iY  y?.  Op  30  Januar?/,  a 
security  patrol  froi.i  the  discovered  a  road  capable  of  supnortter  bcaen/  vehicle 
traffic,  running  northeast  along  a  stream  bed  XD  75?35ij  to  XD  782337. 

li.  On  30  <anuar;ig,  Luong  Dinh  Du  of  the  8th  Sn,  66th  Regt,  30l^th  Div,  r.al  '.ied 
at  Camn  Lang  Vci.  Subject  stated  that  his  battalion  was  at  half  strength  duo  to 
the  attaclc  against  Khe  Sanh  District  on  21  Januar?/,  and  from  subsequent  airstrikes 
and  artillcr?/  missions.  Subject  also  stat;)c\  that  the  battalion  XO  and  one  souad  of 
sappers  rooonnoiterod  the  Lang  Voi  Camp  on  the  night  of  28  Januar?/,  Thoir  mission 
was  to  pinpoint  weapons  location  and  to  study  camp  defenses.  Subject’s  company 
had  be  '.n  alerted  to  attack  Lang  Voi  on  tv;o  occasions?  both  times  the  attack  tras 
ooncollod.  Subject  stated  that  his  battalion  vrould  attack  the  camp  in  tho  near 
futtoc.  The  reports  and  incidonts  listed  above  indicate  that  tho  camp  dofonders 
had  reason  to  expect  a  probable  largo  scale  "round  attack,  possibly  supported  by 
armored  vehicles,  -s  result,  tho  camp  was  supplied  ’-/Hth  LiV's,  and  the  dofondors 
trained  in  their  uso.  Approximately  ton  of  tho  CTLC-  fired  familiarisation.  Over 
half  t)io  jAmcricans  had  fired  a  LAN  prior  to  the  attack. 
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Sinci.i  ncquirod  iiio  Lno  Bn  (DV-33)  plus  sojn.;  2200  dopondonts,  it  wt.g  ny 
nolicj''  to  ;caop  one  of  t’.io  Compnny'n  three  field  officers  at  Lanp  to 

ceordinat;  tlm  sov.iou.'iat  coianlcx  tactical  and  ro^goo  situation..  I  roltovod  ITC 
•  loadloy,  iny  10^  tho  afternoon  of  6  Febniary, 

At  abo^’t  1801  on  6  i'eb  l.'ing  Vci  '.;as  sub.]  'ct  to  n  ;r  intenao  nortar  and 

.•’I'tlllorG'  barr.'Lgo,  '0  ast-'d  for  count  rfiro.  from  Kh,.  a.anh  Combat  f^a.so  ('fSC3)  and 
f.eliv'rod  count, erf  ire  !ron  tbo  c.-^mp. 

H'/self,  ILT  '*uy  (LJDl  S3)  and  ILT  GmUj  (LTDB  C.Tnn  Co;a^,'indor )  inspected  nil 
defunsivo  'ositinns  ,at  l.aet  li-ht  (.about  200C)  and  th^n  I  turned  in,  I  bad  sano 
difficulty  gnttin,-  our  north.;rn  most  OP  m.annod  th.at  night,  but  .'^ot  SFC  lindci^eld's 
'.E)F  platoon  out  there,  finally. 

At  about  070015  I  was  awnk.;'ni;d  and  told  that  the  c-amp  wan  bcinf  .attao'^cd  by 
tanks,  1  n.snurod  m^/self  that  this  was  truo,  instructed  CPT  '’.fillou.gbby  to  c.ul’'  for 
air  ejnd  artillery  supnort  on  lanj’''fi.oad.  the  point  at  ’.foich  the  high  speed  approach 
enters  tbo  camp  (10)4  Go  i.re.a).  I  also  inctinicted  that  he  request  a  flare  ship  and 
p-sk  for  ovcr'.'thlng  through  parallcd  channels  (aSCD  and  C  Co),  Then  I  wont  up  to 
organize  tank  killer  dot.ail^  about  0700h5. 


By  this  tijncj  the  106  IIR  w.as  M.snn<5d  by  GOT  dolt  and  doli\''oi-inr  offective  fire 
on  the  point  at  which  the  road  from  Lang  TroQi.2ntcrs  the  camp.  ^  collected  tho 
.'olloi-dng  personnel  to  assist  me  .in  contalnirg  tho  tanks  th.at  per.otrnt 'd  lOlj  Co: 

ILT  Longgroar,  ILT  Quy,  SGT  Fragos,  SP5  Be  Muriy,  and  l-^ter,  ILT  '■lilkins, 

Initirally,  I  sent  Fr-agos  S'ld  11c  Murry  .after  all  th.-  LG's  they  could  cany, 
nlus  hand  grenades,  Ly  Ol(X),  the  106  Ph  fir.c  h.ad  Jaioc’-'ad  out  tiro  t.anks  at  the  wire, 
bi.;t  two  had  penetrated  and  one  x/as  practic-alDy  on  top  of  'us.  Than  not  sure  hex-.'  many 
uji.ies  ho  was  struck  h'/  TAL'Sj  but  at  least  five  worj  re-"'  ired  to  'unmobilizo  hi.n.  On 
eacla  impact,  there  viould  be  a  gr^uat  sho’-'or  of  or.ange  -su.arts.  "bci  the  cr.aw  sumrivors 
(3)  crawled  out,  ILT  Quy  and  I  kill..d  them  vjlth  gronados  and  S.,  fir-e,  Tlioy  h.-.c'  All  U7's. 
By  this  time  the  .second  t.ank  ha.d  fl-anked  tho  jjiraohilized  and  dead  first  t-ank.  It 
closed  to  about  ten  meter  of  oui'  po.sition,  buttoned  up  and  firing  the  ra.a'.n  .'..rii-.i'.ment 
and  C0~,'i.X,  3y  thi.s  time  ILT  ''ilkins  h.ad  .ioinod  us;  w.,  ’'cr'  ta’-'ing  cc'er  by  son.',  55 
gallon  drums  filled  w'it’n  rocks,  I  sent  ILT  Longsrasi'b.'.ck  dm-m  the  TOC  stairs  to  get 
some  more  .lAWs  and  gren.adcs,  ilca.nwhi.l.e,  tho  Vi.ain  .anr.a'...  nt  him  our  barrels  and  c.aved 

in  tiic  entr.anco  to  the  ThC.  I  later  learned  tha't  LongsreerroDortad  me  .as  doad  an 

the  time,  and  I  can  son  why.  Of  the  four  of  us  still  f.ighting  th-a  tank  at  th.at  tiinc, 
only  Ib'i  Quy  was  xinscathod  a.nd  ko.xping  up  a  hoav'.'  volume  of  fire  agai.nsT.  tho  iTvl. 

■•yound  elements  who  followed  tho  tank.s  in  tho  attempt  to  outflan':  us,  I  an  sure  ho 
saved  our  lives.  ILT  Qilk-Lns  was  knocked  unconscio'-s  and  crashed  between  the  barrels., 
SF5  Me  Murry  xj.as  gravely  wounded,  Bo  couldn't  see  -a', 10  bo'uh  of  his  hands  had  bean 
.■mangled,  I  was  Irnoclrcd  he.ad  over  hods  by  the  concussion,  but  su.sta.ined  on'ly  a 
light  wo'und  in  the  right  hip  and  a  cut  to  in'','  left  chcc)c  .und  car.  As  the  crow 
attempted  to  escape  ILT  Quy  and  I  k,illcd  them.  Then  in  a  neriod  of  comp-ar-ativo  quint 
I  took  He  Muny  around  to  a  pile  of  sandbags  and  tried  to  make  him,  comfortable.  Ho 

looked  to  mo  as  if  he  was  out  of  i.t.  Then  I  got  'ifillcins  axvrake  -and  got  him  .situated. 

Ho  was  begining  to  come  aroxind.  I  consulted  anth  ILT  Cuy  anf3  ho  sug.aestcd  -we  hide  ii\ 
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a  aholl  crc'.t6r  mitil  davm,  I  said  "okay"  tut.  oronts  overtook  us  then,  and  I  lost 
truok  of  ILT  Quy,  Another  tank  had  approached  from  the  roar,  I  threvT  two  grenades 
undor  it  and  something  (probably  a  LV/7)  hit  it  from  the  rear.  The  hatch  popped 
open  and  fi.mo  billowed  out.  Ho  one  made  it  out  of  that  tank.  It  vms  in  otherwise 
porlact  condition  and  parked  right  by  tho  TOC  tower.  By  this  time  (about  O3OO) 
there  were  plenty  of  NVA  around,  in  small  groups  on  top'of  the  hill,  I  had  two 
mnra/.inos  of  i'l6  and  two  M26  grenades  loft.  ILT  Wilkins  was  now  complotoly  conscious 
and  CFtllou  uOvM  tho  TOC  tower  to  let  us  in,  I  wasn’t  too  keen  on  this  because  I 
suspected  T^e  would  have  a  bettor  chance  if  wo  weren't  pinned  down.  So  I  took  VJilkins 
and  we  crept  doivi  to  the  tean  house^  I  deoosited  hijn  behind  the  half  finished  bar, 
and  then  stood  in  t-'o  middle  of  the  building  whoro  I  could  observe  both  entrances ,  I 
cut  the  inner  tubes  on  tho  doors  so  they  would  stand  open.  There  were  still 
intermittent  flares  going  off  and  I  had  a  pretty  good  view.  At  0330,  I  sav'  a  party 
of  five  NVA^  three  with  AiC-^Y's  and  two  ifith  satchel  charges  approaching  the  j'lorth 
door  of  the  team  house,  I  told  Wilkins  to  keep  quiet  and  I  would  have  to  shoot  them. 
They  apnroachoi  all  bunched  up,  When  they  vrorc  five  meters  away  I  shot  thorn  all  with 
Oi.e  magazine .  That  left  one  magazine  and  two  grenades,  Thpri  the  team  house  got  a 
satchel  charge  and  small  arms  fire.  I  was  hit  in  the  right  lower  leg,  but  not  enough 
to  immobilize  mo,  I  vrent  back  to  b^ilkins  (who  was  -weaponless)  and  briefed  him,  ■' 
telling  him  I  thought  we  had  better  move  O'at.  He  '.'as  lucid  by  tl-iis  time  and  suggested 
v;o  take  cover  under  tho  disperisary  until  daylight.  I  agreed,  and  me  proceeded  there 
without  incident,  arriving  about  0U30  7  Feb.  '.Je  hid  there  during  a  period  that  the 
N7Aj  a  platoon  I  would  ost.Lmatc,  wore  stomping  around  in  the  dispensarj’-,  knodcing 
over  bottles  and  rais.ijrg  hell  in  gcncT'al.  I  overheard  snatch.os  of  conversation.' one 
between  a  runner  from  battalion  and  a  company  caamaiidor  (Dai  by,  I*oi  Truong), 
Before  dayl'ight  wc  ceased  to  hoar  anything  from  thorn  and  the  people  left  tho 
dispensary. 

With  dawn  came  some  good  air  support  (07OO).  I  could  tell  by  the  ground  fire 
coming  from  around  us  that  it  wasn't  time  for  us  to  conic  out  yet.  The  air  kept  up 
until  about  0930  and  we  hobbled  out  from  under  the  dispensar/,  using  extreme  caution. 
Thoro  iForc  two  burned  out  tanks  just  west  of  tho  dispensar:/  that  I  hadn't  seen  before 
that  I  assume  wore  knocked  out  by  air.  We  emerged,  and  I  tried  to  .signal  a  FAC,  rie 
waggled  his  wings  in  recognition.  I  thought  perhaps  at  this  time  we  were  the  only 
two  alive  on  the  hill. 

Since  neither  "ilkins  nor  myself  wore  walking  very  wel!!  at.  thi.s  time,  we  took 
it  slow-,  trying  to  start  cverj'-  vehicle  wc  came  to,  flonc  wo:  .od, .  Then  wc  spotted 
somo  CRP  and  OSF,  The  CRP  suggested  we  join  h3jn  in  his  bunker.  We  agreed  and  were 
being  assisted  in  this  direction  when  wo  vforo  taken  under  fire  again,  A-t  thi§  time 
I  vjas  hit  in  tho  right  upper  leg  hard  enough  to  put  mo  dovin,  Wnkins  made  it  to  the 
bunker.  The  OSF  helped  me  on  down  the  road  to  tho  gate,  where  I  met  SrC  craig,  who 
practically  carried  me  to  the  Lao  BW  CP,  where  I  received  first  aid. 

Frcsji  this  point  until  evacuation  I  opor.'ited  the  radio  and  coordinated  vri.th  tho 
TOC  and  FAC  in  •preparation  for  the  evacuation  of  the  rciaaining  personnel. 


/Si./^niiiel  F,  Schungol 
/t/  DAHIEL  F.  SGHUITGEL 
LTC,  Infantry 
Commandiieg 
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Wq  roocivcd  IiO-IjO  rounds  of  1^2rm  artillery  in  the  afternoon  of  tho  6th.  AH 
rounds  landed  in  tho  southern  poriiriotor  vriro,  niostl''  in  the  area  of  lOl;  Cenpany 
(southeast  comer  of  cooip).  At  about  1930,  th ;  CIDO  in  IflLi  Co's  area  roported 
hearing  noises  in  Lanf;  Troai  (XD  7SO  3li!4).  They  said  tnat  it  sounded  like  engines 
running.  At  about  the  same  time,  the  Hobilc  Strike  Forco  OP  west  of  the  camp 
reported  hearing  noises^  Sergeants  h'nnna  and  Lindcwild  vorc  on  this  OP.  At  around 
2i00  hrs  throe  trip  flares  i-icnt  off  in  the  area  of  tho  '  iobile  Strike  Force  OP, 
Ij.lumination  was  fired  with  n'^gative  results,  'text.,  around  220"),  a  trip  flare  wont 
off  in  lOh  Co's  area,  ''hen  the  fmst  triu  flares  went  of*'’  around  2110  in  tho  area 
of  the  Mobile  Strike  Force  OP^  first  tho  OP  opened  uu  -.rith  their  small  arms  and 
autanatic  weapons,  and  pretty  soon  tho  entirj  camp  had  poined  in.  The  some  thing 
liapponod  at  2200  when  tho  trip  flare  ’uont  off  ii‘.  10).;  Co's  area,  They  opened  up  with 
small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire  and  the  entire  camp  joined  in,  'j^ho  first 
indication  of  an  actual  attack  enme  at  approximatolg  2330  hours.  At  this  time  lOli 
company  reported  that  there  wore  enemy  troops  in  the  wire,  IGI4  company  o'cnod  up 
witfi  small  arms  and  autcmatic  weapons  fire.  Next,  the  MSP  OP  started  receiving 
incoming  mortar  rounds,  Ily  observer  in  the  tower  of  the  TOO  roporued  seeing  lights 
on  tho  road  leading  to  Lang  Troai.  At  this  time,  I  alerted  the  ■tirtlllor'a  in  I'3ac  Sanh 
and  also  C  Company  at  Donang,  About  l3  minutes  lator,  my  obsor'/or  informed  tha;t 
there  were  two  tanks  sitting  in  our  outer  porimet  rr  wore  below  lOh  company.  They 
wore  siveeping  tho  hil.l  with  their  sca.rchlights,  I  wont  up  out  of  tho  TOC  at  this 
time  and  verified  that  there  wore  indeed  two  tanks  setting  there  vri.th  their  search¬ 
lights  on  sweeoing  the  hillside  looking  for  our  Ccuap  posit-inns.  1  wa.s  Informed 
through  an  interpreter  that  10).i  Companj'-  was  fighting  with  enemy  troops  in  their  i-dre, 
Me  finally  got  our  artillery  mission  l3  minutes  a.fter  I  had  called  for  it.  3y  this 
time,  hoirever,  the  tanks  had  already  gotten  into  the  viire.  Ma  had  the  tanks  pin¬ 
pointed  for  the  artilleiy  on  tho  original  missiion  and  my  biggest  complaint  ac,  the 
delay  we  experienced  in  getting  tho  first  rd.ssion  fired.  If  we  had  rcceiveo,  it  in 
time,  we  could  have  Icnooked  out  the  tanks  in  the  wire.  We  were  manning  our  LAiWs 
and  our  106's,  lOh  Company  lasted  about  minutes,  until  a  tank  got  into  their  area 
and  started  destroying  their  position  iri.th  its  main  battle  gun.  Two  tanks  wore 
loTQckod  out  in  tho  vd.re  with  our  IO6  and  thev  were  sitting  there  smoking.  Another 
tank  came  up  by  those  too,  majeing  a  total  of  three  that  I  had  seen  so  far.  This  other 
t;’Erik  pulled  aro -nd  the  too  that  were  destroyed  and  rolled  in-.o  lOlj  Company,  Ho 
vras  blovTing  bunkers  apart  and  finally  lOU  Company  fell.  These  troops  pulled 
our  inner  perinietor  and  tho  positions  which  they  had  loft  ’-rrsre  occupied  by  tho  rffA, 

Tfio  tank  remained  in  lOh  Company's  area.  The  next  report  I  receivod  was  that  there 
was  a.  tanlT  coming  up  Highway  9  just  below  Supply  bunker  number  2.  At  abo'it  the  same 
time  I  was  receiving  reports  that  tliree  tanks  wore  coming  up  Highway  9  just  beloi-r 
tho  MSF  OP,  I  also  received  a  report  that  there  were  too  tanks  setting  in  the  drop 
zone  between  Hlghi'jay  9  and  Lang  Voi  village.  Tho  tank  that  had  been  in  lOli  Company's 
area  eventually  moved  on  into  101  Company's  area,  he  may  have  been  the  one  that  came 
up  Highway  9  below  supply  bunker  number  too  but  I  renom’oer  later  that  I  saw  no  break 
in  the  wire  to  indicate  that  this  vras  tho  same  tank  that  had  moved  to  Higtrway  9» 

Mow,  another  tank  came  up  behind  the  too  that  were  dastroyod  in  tho  i-ri.ro.  he  pulled 
on  through  lOLi  Company's  area  and  on  up  to  the  top  of  the  hill.  His  gun  was  pointing 
west  across  the  camp.  At  the  same  time  a  tank  came  up  from  the  ’•'ost  and  began  to  .• 
operate  in  102  Company's  area.  This  is  probably  the  sairio  one  that  was  observed 
coming  up  Highway  9  below  supply  bunker  number  too,  "hilo  this  tank  was  working  in 
102  Company,  "I  received  reports  that  enemy  troops  had  surrounded  tho'I‘ISF  OP  west  of 
tho  camp,  that  the  enemy  was  manning  positions  in  lOU  Company's  area,  and  also  that 
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onomy  troopa  were  craning  acroc^;  tho  vri.ra  on  tho  north  ci'’o  of  the  camp.  Just  before 
loll  Cranpany  fell,  I  obaorved  uhafc  I  thought  to  bo  an  oneny  soldier  i-iith  a  inanpack 
flamcthrovior  on  his  back.  I  never  ac+unllv  saw  it  cinnloyod,  bat  there  mno,'-' fires 
going  and  this  particular  individual  was  st-nding  botwocn  tvro  ol  tho  firos.  I  SOT  no 
siiiiilar  arj  :'a..’atuG  being  car'icd  bv  any  of  tho  other  bnoiny  troops,  Tho  only  cnoiny 
troops  I  had  soon  up  to  this  tirmo  vero  tbs  on  .as  in  lOU  Company's  area.  I  would 
ostlmato  about  a  platoon  in  strorigth  was  occupying  positions  in  lol;  Company's  area 
and  perhaps  another  squad  of  sappor;;  .‘just  on  tho  inner  perimeter  on  the  cast  end  of 
tho  camp.  The  t  eoeps  t'-iat  reportedly  cox.o  from  tho  nortri  £ind  vrost  I  never  sav?.  Tho 
troops  on  tho  northern  side  of  the  caap  were  ranortod  to  mo  by  LTC  ochungol,  Tho 
troops  on.  th-s  west  nd  of  the  camp  vrorc  reported  by  tho  commander  of  103  Comnany  and 
by  Sergeant  daiino.,  3:;rge;.int  Hanioa  just  said  that  they  ’'ore  surrounded  on  t/;Oir  0?, 
The  POL  dump  was  gone.  Tac  Air,  "Covoy"  FACs,  and  Spook;/  ‘lerc  all  on  station.  L’o 
wore  receiving  good  cupnort  .from.  Kho  Sanii  at  this  tlm;;,  I  gucs-s  about  COup  hours,  f 
i-J.as  in,  on,  or  aro ’nd  the  TOC  at  f.ll  tines,  I  had  six  wounded  -Vicricms  in  the  '^OC 


with  mo.  The  flnre.'j  fr.m  tho  camp  had  stoppedj 


had  reauestod  some  from  ’01, 


Sanh,  Tho  dLi.n  dortar  pit  on  tl;a  Last  side  of  tho  c.nmp  was  )encck..-d  out.  The  li.2 
mortar  pit  on  tlio  vjost  side  of  the  camp  was  !cr.oc';:,d  out,.,.  The  remaining  Ai.-.oricans 
were  manning  tho  too  $0  cali-'or  machine  guns  end  the-  106.  The  other  106,  on  tlic 
E.ast  side  of  the  camp,  hum  been  lonockcd  out  at  aVjouu  C0t5'  hours.  A  tank  icnocirea 
it  out,  'Ja  were  enpl eying  LVls  from  2l;00  hours  until  CI30  ho'-.rs.  Our  106 's  i.-erG 
employed  .from  23I4.O  hours  until  0115  hours  at  v/hich  ti.io  the  V.  st  IO6  vjas  Icnocksd  out 
by  a  tank.  This  IO6  was  on  tho  west  end  of  the  c.f.ip.  At  this  ti.ms,  enemy  sapp.ers 
were  busy  with  satchel  charges  in  lOli  and  101  conpenias  areas,  T’ne  10)4  ccripnny 
personnel  who  had  withdravm  into  our  inner  porimoter  wa-jo  firing  on  th.a  sappers. 

One  of  the  tanks  came  from  t'-.e  west,  went  acioss  ICi  coiiipany  and  into  101  company 
and.  b.lasted  the  bunkers.  Next,  a  tank  from  the  west  tool:  up  3tatio.n  to  the  rear  of 
the  OiTin  mortar  pit  on  the  cast  end  o'  the  ca;np.  This  one  koocked  out  the  Slirmi  raort&r 
and  the  106  tViat  1  mentioned  earlier,  ’'c  got  hiir.  with  a  lA",*  harever,  he  continued 
to  fire  his  50  caliber.  Another  tanlc  app'eared  -  this  was  the  fifth  one-  and  came  up 
srithin  ten  meters  of  tho  main  entrance  to  the  TOC,  LTC  Schungel,  LT  lon.gspec^^end  I 

were  standing  by  the  door.  They  were  mamsing  LA'^'s  and  I  was  ad  jus  ting  .fire,  I  vrent 

into  the  TOC,  .About  minutes  later,  LT  lonpiroixrc^'n  derrn  alsc  and.  about  one 
minute  later  the  tank  shattered  tho  ciitraucc  to  the  TOC  where  LTC  Sohungol  had  bean 
standiig.  The  tanlc  remained  out  there  for  about  Ip  minutes.  Te  dcmolc.shed  the 
ontranco  to  tho  TOC  and  was  v.'orkin.-,  on  the  tower.  At  this  time  Sorgeai’it  Earl;/  va.s 
wouiidc'l.  Ho  leas  tho  observer  in  tb.e  ten-rer  of  the  TOC.  .4  tank  on  the  west  end  of  the 
camp  pulled  u.p  on  the  r.iain  road  rorar'ng  down  t.ho  center  cl'  the  car.'.p  aid  laoockad  out 
our  last  106  on  the  west  end  of  the  carapo  k'e  started  rolling  i.\p  toward  t'e.o  TOC.  Vo 
had  two  ta.Lu;  on  top  of  the  hill  noi'.  The  tan]:s  ’which  Sergeant  I.’anrn  reported  as 
comang  u.p  Iligir-ray  S’  in  the-  vicinity  of  tk^o  llil.e  Force  OF  apparently  didn't  enter 
the  ccj'iip  periiiiotcr  wire,  but  just  sa.t  outside-  ir.sto-  d.  At  this  time  both  tho 

cntrcuice  and  exit  of  the  TOC  were  blocked  and  to  my  knoi-’lcdgc  the  pcrso.ine-l  in  the 

TOC  wore  the  only  r.;m-n.ining  U.S,  pcrsofui.;!  in  the  camp,  Tho  tine  as  about  03OO. 
Personnel  iii  tlic  TOC  included  myself,  LT  longeroar, Sergeant  PhiUips,  Fariy,  Fragos, 
Horolaiid,  and  Dooms. 


Denn  tlioi’o  also  were  the  T.vSF  cai.ip  cOi'u.ia.ndcr,  the  TOSF  Scrgcnr.t  liajor,  the 
Cominny  cor.Tmarklor  of  lOU  company,  iny  intcr:'irotor  Minh,  and  a  CjDG  comir.o  rzan.  The 
tallies  finished  tioir  mopping  up.  One  was  sitting  on  top  of  tlio  TOC  and  r.'.rnined 
there  about  20  minutes,  ’'’hilc  he  was  on  top  of  us,  ho  continued  to  f.'no  bis 
armament,  -oth  tho  main  gun  and  tho  autorni'.tic  weapon.  At  the  saiue  tin.  satchel 
charges  wora  being  ttirrafna  den-m  the  main  entrance  end  the  tower.  Our  comminlcations 
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with  the  0'’t!3iiAQ  wore  gono.  The  stc.ii’!Tr‘.y  .md  tho  toirroi’  were  Imockod  out.  Satchel 
clia.rrcE  aiid  ;,,raiaadcs  cajno  in  sporadically  for  tho  next  four  hours.  Just  boforc  we 
rocoired  the  satchels,  a  voico  ca.mc  down  sa.  ■-ing  soiricthing  like;  is  LT  ^''ilkins, 

, who’s  dam  tlioro?"  ‘-Lmmcdiatoly  tliorc  a.ftor  an  a.utoriatic  weapon  was  fired  dovrn  tno 
terror.  Bullets  ricochotod  all  over,  Ihroevor  had  called  dam  the  tcr.rer  spoke  very 
good  Siiglisli,  but  I  didn  •  "t  TcriGVJ  a  I  it  xras  'Mlkins  or  not.  told  i,-.e  later 

tViat  ho  had  called  da-rn  to  us,  A  fexr  -.ini'tos  after  '-'111:1110  cal-od  another  voice 
called  darn.  People  cl  ,30  to  the  voice  said  that  it  '♦vis  Specialis-fc  .,c  !  m-ry.  This 
voice  also  was  follared  by  au-&ornatic  fire  into  the  TOC.  ’-'e  x-rere  rccei’/ing  satchel 
c’ia'r,;,es  and  gronades,  1  had  extlngiiishhd  all  Ughts  in  the  TOC,  Como  xraa'lost  with 
all  personnel  on  the  hill  and  vrith  0  Coiapany,  '-Je  still  had  contant  with  Tne  Sanh, 

This  xras  about  OliOO,  As  I  said,  we  -the-.s  -received  four  hours  of  satc’icl  charges, 
theri.tte  groi-iados,  gas  grenades  and  '_  2C  ty  .c  ''rGnaues.  The  ther.’ite  prer^ade  was 
thra-m  doxrn  t'.xo  ta-'er  at  about  0600,  aixl  it  s-tarced  a  fire.  Di-nedix-tely  after  it 
xxas  thrown  daui  tho  tower,  gas  'grcixados  -  C;  or  CP  -  were  thrown  in  on  us,  foUa-ied 
by  satchel  cliarges  fron  tho  Bast  and  rest  end  of  tho  TOC.  The  fire  wasn't  s'preading 
beoaufio  thcro  x-ms  very  little  -7cntllt.---.-lcn  da-m  there.  I  guess  it  lasted  about  20 
minutes,  '.'.’’le  gas  Stayed  around  for  a  lon_  time,  I  gaxra  my  mask  to  someone  else  and 
I  ke-pt  i.iy-  face  veu,’  closo  to  the  floo'r  to  avoid  the  gas,  Ifhon  the  -bher:iite  and  gas 
greredes  x-rent  off,  tho  sappers  on  top  of  the  TOC  calj.ed  doi-rn  throL-.gh  the- tower  and 
tbjQ  stuiixiay  xnx  Vietnamese.  They  x.ci.;  saying;  '"-xe  are  i'oing  to  blovr  up  the  bunker, 
so  give  up,"  Tho  indigenous  troops  all  surreonderGd.  All  I  could  see  x-rorc  black 
Bh.apoE  rxQvix'i  ta.-rard  the  door,  hut  LT  Longgrear  m.ovod  to  the  door  and  saxr  the 
Ini’lgenous  troops  at  the  top  of  the  stairs  bei/ig  stripped  dam.  All  their  weapons 
were  taken  a'id  a  couplo  01  the  indigenous  troo'ps  v;e-x-o  stripped  doim  to  their  shorts. 
Tall:  was  going  back  and  forth  betv.'ccn  then  and  tlxoir  captors  in  xri-,tnr,.-.esc.  One  (£ 
the  priSQ-nors  ixas  shot  on  the  spot  by  -baa  enemy.  The  weapon  souixdod  like  an  AK-U7. 

LT  Longu;ro-r.r  ocixe  back.  The  Indigenous  prisoners  xicre  n.-xrched  to  -fie  top  of  tho 
TOC,  and  wc  could  hoar  much  t.?lking  in  'Jiotn.ameso,  It  lasted  for  ton  or  fifteen 
minxi.tos,  I'c  -bhen  'ncard  much  axitorc-ti.c  wcapoixs  fire,  .and  ass-ui.-.ec’.  -the  prisoners  hc.d 
boon  Idllcd,  Ila-jo-vcr,  tho  next  morning,  I  sax-r  no  bodies.  During  tho  night  I 
remcraber  observing  one  truck,  2-2  ton  type  r-nd  not  one  of  ours,  drlvuig  dex-rn  the 
road  tlxrough  the  camp  tabard  the  exit  iix  -fie  direction  of  lang  Troai.  I  fired  on 
it  from  tho  TOC  xrith  xmknaxn  results.  It  ap'oai'ed  to  bo  carrying  bodies.  Tracks 
scci.ied  to  bo  i.io-ving  back  and  forth  across  tho  caixp  until  about  0530  or  0600,  At 
about  0L;30,  the  '.'■'VA  stc^rtod  digging  a  hol-o  du-'n  the  Perth  side  cf  t’re  TOC,  Satchel 
charpos  and  grcna.dcs  xrero  ha-ving  no  effect  on  the  inside  of  tho  TOC,  Tlicy  x-rcra 
ap-parcntly  di. -.-ging  a  hole  six  or  seven  fact  deep,  close  to  the  vo'nt.  The  digging 
stop-^xed  .anci  there  x?as  inuch  talkin;-:  going  on.  Another  .grena.de  x-ras  tossed  nn,  and  then 
tho  fiatchcl  char.gcs  in  the  hole  xrent  off,  bla-iing  cat  a  portion  of  tho  north  x-rall. 

It  loft  a.  hole  about  six  foot  across  and  foxir  foot  high.  The  eixoiry  threw  fragmen-ta~ 
ttou  g-roriadc  through  tb.is  hole.  At  about  0?05,  I  x-ras  xroxinded  by  a  frarim-ntation 
grensde  and  I  "pj-assed  out  at  about  OoO-).  V'c  ted  been  trying  to  .get  oi-'.r  PRC  7U  back 
in  o-p.'jra.tio-n,  Como  vrith  Khe  Sanh  had  been  lost  -irwic.:-.  '-'o  x.'crc  not  -in  coraim  i-rth 
Ser;iOa.'iit  Ashl.ey  and  the  Laotian  B.atualion  at  the  old  camp  at  this  time.  The  last 
contect  I  Ind  x-rith  anyone  on  the  top  of  the  cair.-p  -was  ’.rhen  I  heard  .Sergeant  Tiroch  on 
the  radio  sayiaig;  have  one  roxind  left.  The  tanks  .-'.re  coming  righ-t  at  -us,"  That 
xres  our  last  coiMO  with  the  top  of  the  hill  and  came  arovnd  0200,  'Xhen  I  came  to, 

■We  liad  reestablished  cemmo  w.’.th  .'lergeant  Craig  at  the  Laotion  position,  and  xrith 
B'AC.  I  cane  to  a-i.  around  IIC  O  hojx-s.  I  leareed  that  xre  ha.d  bosn  in  contact  x:ith 
FAC  for  -fcvro  'nours,  J  was  informed  tlxat  Sergeant  Ashley  and  a  reaction  force  were 
trying  to  reach  us.  They  xrere  In  the  xri.cinity  of  Supply  b3n):or  nxmiber  txro  and  were 
on  forth  tiy,  Ashley  'was  taking  ania.ll  anna,  automatic  x-raapons,  and  morb..ar  fire  and 
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had  'bo  pull  back.  He  made  another  try  aiid  laade  it  to  the  East  8lmn  mortar  pit,  A 
largo  voUoy  of  automatic  weapons  aiid  srir.ll  arms  fire  came  along  tha  top  of  the  hill, 
Commmications  was  lost  vjith  Ashley,  Sorreant  Tirach  came  up  on  the  F3C  25,  I  got 
on  tli3  horn  and  was  talking  to  my  tca.[i  scr-.oait  and  to  LTC  Schmigel^  irho  were  at 
uhe  old  camp  lacag  Vei,  Sergeant  Tiroch  with  the  reaction  force  was  eoiuOThore 
bbtwocn  tile  two  cami>s  arl  was  receiving  incoming  artillery.  He  liad  to  irithdra.w,  I 
ta.lkad  to  PAG  and  ho  said  ho  had  a.ir  support  on  call^  fifteen  or  tv'onty  r.iinutes  out. 
Wo  devised  a  plan  for  an  escape  attempt,  We  Icnow  there  was  still  aivL.oiiia.tic  weapons 
ana  Si,i.all  ar.iis  fir.*;  on  top  of  the  hill^  .aivl  to  the  best  of  our  lenoirlcdgo  the  enemy 
vras  sittruig  on  top  of  tho  TOC4  In  teenty  i.iinutcs  AXE  Slry-raiders  cai.c  in  and  I  told 
the  lAG  vrhoro  I  wanted  the  ordnance,  Thej'  dropped  2$G.'Xh,  bombs  thirt^a  to  100  feet 
from  our  pusition.  After  they  had  expended  their  bombs,  they  made  runs  Tfith  the 
20raTi,  /ill  firing  ceased  from  on  top  of  the  hill,  V/o  were  stil.I  getting  occasional 
grciindes  tlirccm  in  ur.  us,  I  new  heard  firing  coming  from  the  north  aixl  cast  portion 
Jf  the  caiiipj  and  I  request  bombs,  nr.pGl..;,  and  ctrafing  runs  to  ’no  placed  on  those 
I.ocationSo  I  got  the  troops  together.  All  but  t\-fo  of  them  were  woiwided,  Horeland 
had  .  been  hit  when  tlie  sappers  blev;  the  north  wall.  We  tried  to  get  him  up  but  he 
was  frruvbic  and  began  flinging  his  fists  and  ar.ms,  kicking  and  yellin;j’at  the  top  of 
his  lungs,  I.lth  the  amount  of  injined  people  that  vto  tiad  on  our  hand.s,  the  decison 
was  made  to  leave  noreland  there,  i.'c  lost  commo  with  tho  FAG  .end  the  2Qiimi  stopped. 

Wo  cllrfoed  out  of  the  TOC  and  i'ceeivod  fire  from  tho  east  end  of  the  camp,  moved 
out  .in  the  direction  of  supply  biuikcr  number  two,  filtering  out  in  ones  and  twos. 
Sergeant  rhillfpa  and  I  carried  Sergeant  l/arly  out,  LT  Quy,  V/BI-',  met  us  at  tho 
front  gate  with  a  jeep.  We  put  everybody  ii-j  the  jeep  and  went  back  to  the  old  camp. 
Time:  about  1600,  The  old  c-aiap  was  receiv.lng  mortrr  fire  toe,  }Je  requested  the  FAC 
to^  place  bombs  on  tho  entire-  hill  with  the  exception  of  tho  TOG,  and  they  did.  LTC 
Schungol  was  trying  to  get  madevac  ship.s  :Ua,  A.pparcntly  ho  liad  been  working  on  it 
for  quite  soiic  time,  I  got  the  brcakdcum  on  what  actual.ly  txapiXined  ruid  t’.von  ve 
prepared  for  tho  mcdevac,  patching  rip  to  v/ounded,  Karine  CH-53's,  gunsliips,  AIE 
Skyraiders,  .and  jets  were  on  station,  Major  Qu-rnio's  chopper  come  in  and  LTG  Schungel 
and  tlirco  men  who  couldn't  walk  were  placed  on  this  chopper.  Then  the  big  ships 
oamo  in  togcthoi'  vrith  the  C  &  G  element  which  proceeded  to  sot  up  the  perimeter.  The 
Inotians  and.  liiy  troops  vTerc  being  ovacuatoa,  Tho  cxfiltrr.tion  was  being  coordinated# 
Major "  Qurjno  handled  the  entire  opcrr.tlon#  At  around  I63O  or  1700,  I  vras  medevaced 
on  T.I10  6th  or  7th  chopper.  To  recap,  I  saw  a  total  of  5  tanks,  1  truck,  and  about 
li0«30  '"/A  diudng  tho  atte.ok#  I  heard  about  a  total  of  11  tanics  na  Troll  as  enemy 
troop  coiicontrabions  on  the  northeast  and  west  sides  of  the  camp.  I  observed 
broaches  in  tho  camp  Trirc  on  tho  South  and  Worth  sides.  Tho  south  broach  appeared 
to  bo  made  by  tanks  .'Jid  tho  north  broach  by  troops.  I  savr  three  bodies  when  I  Tras 
leaving  the  jiill.  Two  wore  C.IDG  and  I  woTild  say  one  T.^as  an  HFA,  Ho  Tm-.s  Troaring  a 
gray  loivald.  uniform,  but  ha>l  no  weapon  or  headgear.  The  two  CIDG  liad  their  carbines 
laying  by  t'ncm.  I  didn't  fire  oaiy  I.Vs,  but  LTC  Schungel  told  ma  later  tint  he  had 
five  LAK’e  of  top  of  tho  hill  that  woifLdn't  fire,  I  saw  one  fired.  It  scored  a  first 
round  lut  on  the  lovre-r  tui-rct.  It  hit  at  an  oblique  angle  and  I  guess  it  didn't  do 
any  damago,  1  hoard  LT  Wilkins  say  that  semo  LAW'S  didn't  firo,  I  .also  heard  that 
tiro  -taidcs  vrorc  Imockad  out  with  lAW'a, 
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I  r.r:'ivGd  j-n  I^ng  Vei  the  c.fter}ioon  of  ^  February  for  the  Ti’_rpo30  of  ropciring 
the  S:>3cial  Forcos  air  strip.  At  IHOO  hours  6  February  the  ncf.-:  SpociaJ.  Forces  camp 
.at  Laiig  Voi  received  heavy  bombardment  from  cnem;’'  artillerj’’.  1+0-00  rounds  woro 
counted  Iraic’.tn;-:  tri.thin  tho  perimeter  of  the  c'+mp  in  appJ'o^^Jaatcly  one  hours  tioc. 

At  2.‘j30  hourfi  6  Fobruar?/  tho  camp  cr.v.ia  under  heavy  attack  by  cnaiy  artillor:/,  mortar 
a''iC'.  Si, ■all  criiis  firo.  I  was  in  supply  burJear  ,fl.  At  OIQQ  hours  7  !’obiaaaryj  I 
ou,s-.;r\A3d  an  encv.ry  tank  drivo  in  front  of  ;y  po.aiticn  hooding  in  thj  d-’srbctidn 
of  the  'fOC,  I  iront  to  tho  roar  of  the  'ovm'.cor  to  secure  some  gTonf'.dos  fiir.t  uero 
located  in  the  /u.+orican  living  quarters.  liy  position  took  a  direct  hit  from  an  enemy 
artillery  round  iThilc  I  was  trying  to  locate  said  grenades,  I  iia,;odiL-.toly  vacated 
the  nar  distroyod  bunker  and  proceeded  to  the  cncrgoncy  medical  bunlccr  located 
across  from  supply  bunkci'  ;71,  T  had  jiLst  reached  the  medical  burfeer  tThen  .an  enemy 
tanlc  stopped  in  front  of  the  entrance  cf  said  bunker  aid  fired  one  round  point  blank 
into  t\io  otai+vir.yj  enemy  grena.dcs  tiere  then  placed  into  the  remaing  opcniiig,  /another 
ta.nlc  lia.d  positioned  itself  in  front  of  the  rear  exit  of  the  medical bvjfcer  and  it 
fr'rod  into  tho  rear  door.  The  ti-io  tanics  t’ri'an  departed,  I  obsorvod  another  tank 


drive  past  the  front  entrance  of  my  position  head^.ng  tcr.-rard  th.c 


inli  was 


followed  hy  about  00  enemy  troops.  T  decided  tc  remain  in  tho  hujikcr  until  morning 
and  then  see  w'lir.t  the  s ituatioh  was .  it  ap;')oarad  that  Ux:  ono;:/  h"d.  control  of  the 
r.ro.a  around  i.y  position  if  not  the  entire  camp.  From  about  0230  hours  to  l600  hours ^  , 
tho  taifcs  wore  quite  active  in  tho  area.  At  0630  hours  7  Fcbaa’cr;'',  all  smal].  am', is 
fi.i'o  had  qui.t  and  no  tanks  were  seen  or  h.oard,  I  did  observe-  onov.y  troo's  walking 
and  'balldn,';  i+i  r.y  aroaj  they  appearod  nori.rfL,  I  i  igured  that  th-o  carp  was  no.-i 
controlled  by  tho  enemy,  I  planned  to  ir-ait  till  night  and  try  to  0  '  E  to  i^lio  Sanh, 
At  about  CXfQO  hours  American  air  strikes  were  st.artod  on  the  ccuvp  itself,  Tho  encr.iy 
Would  censtc.utly  harass  tho  plraies  with  automatic  weapons  mnd  siir.ll  c.iiic  firo  from 
wifiuin  t'lG  camp.  7it  ll+OO  hours  I  o'oserv,:d  helicopters  circling  tho  caun,  this  led 
me  to  bolive  tliat  there  vrero  Amerieans  stiuLl  alive  in  tho  TOC  and  thaththej’'  had 
radio  cou'.act  wi-bh  vhe  pianos.  Between  lii.OO  hours  and  1700  houa’s  the  bombing  and  ' 
atxsfing  increased.  At  1700  hours  I  ljef"c  the  medical  ’01011:61'  and  ran  to  the  TCC  in 
hopes  that  some  /mericans  would  be  in  tliat  area,  I  drew  automatic  iroaoons  and  small 
arais  ;7ire  from  vy  rear  only,  I  reached,  tlie  TOC  and  found  that  tho  .h'oric-ms  had 
either  left  prior  to  my  arrivjil  or  had  been  laLliad.  The  TOC  was  completely  destroyed 
and  .a  large  hole  blcv+n  tl+rough  one  side,  Ono  American  was  fomd  buried,  in  the 
debris 3  he  appeared  dead,  I  inir.isdi.atcli'' went  outs-hlo  and  sair  a  holicopbor  leave  the 
air  strip  located  near  the  old  Special  ’’'orccs  comp  a.bout  5g  mile  airay,  I  then 
proceeded  in  tho  most  diroct  route  to  tho  010:  strip.  I  received  small  arri',s  fii-c 
from  the  top  of  the  damp,  but  once  I  was  over  the  side  d  the  hill  on  which  the  camp 
was  situated  I  did  not  encounter  anynore  enemy  firo.  At  the  air  strip  I  found  four 
/Lincricans  from  0  ^  C  detachment  and  was  tol;l  that  a  holiooptcr  woild  pick  us  up  in  a 
fc\T  minutes,  (During  my  stay  at  the  S.l,  ca.np  I  did  not  sec  any  enamy  bodies,  I  did 
sea  tliTGo  or  four  CDO  bodies,  one  located  a  fei-'  motors  behind  th.o  ncd:h?53l  bunker 
and  the  others  located  in  the  road  going  from  tV;e  new  S.F.  ca+vp  to  tlie  air  strip, 

I  did  not  see  any  enemy  tanlcs  dostroyod  :ui  the  area).  I  iras  tr+uisportad  from  the 
air  strip  to  Ilie  .tanh  where  I  received  medicBl  attention  for  a  liiinor  i.ound  received 
by  tho  tonic  tliat  dostrojood  the  roar  exit  of  tho  modical  bunkor,  I  loft  Khe  Sanh 
about  1300  hours  and  arrived  in  Danang  around  2000  hours  7  Fo'oraary, 


/e/Thomas  E,  Todd 
/t/  ThOI-AS  E.  TC+iO 

ILT,  00,  233  ?36 
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C  O  IM  P  J  £  •M  T I  n  L 

At  apprcodJivatoly  IBOO  on  6  Fobniai';'-  1^60,  G-mp  Lan^  Vei  started  to  receive  an 
artillery  barrage.  At  first  it  was  ray  thought  that  this  V7as  just  a  continuation 
of  the  harrasslng  fire  that  wo  had  received  during  the  last  week  or  so^  the  5th 

being  without  any  incident.  I  was  in  the  TOG  at  the  tire  the  rounds  started  to  cere 

j  ^  T'v.  j  ^  T  r\\.  _ _ ......CrtmTn  .. 

j-ii.  Alio  jjixvxax  i-vuiiua  uxi,'  xii  xut;  t;uiipcui,y5  uui  rra^oij  vjen'c  'onere  'uo  aiG.  Xii'e  vovxiaeci 

(only  two  VOA).  I  linked  up  with  him  and  we  made  an  attempt  together  to  find  the 
direction  from  which  tlie  rounds  came  by  analyislng  shell  holes  and  using  the  lensatic 
COTipass,  Wa  informed  the  TX  that  the  ro-ends  caj.io  froir  VIC  XD760325.  T’lis  is  the 
only  place  we  saw  flasheSj  but  0"'er  the  HT-l  v/e  heard  other  cbscrv-crc  call  additional 
locations.  After  waiting  for  i  feu  minutes  in  order  to  adjust  artillery  I  got 
frustrated,  since  no  friendly  artillery  was  to  be  heard  or  soon,  and  went  to  the  U,2 
position  appjroximately  30  meters  to  tiie  V/est  of  tlie  xOC.  LTC  Schungel  and  ILT 
Longgroar  were  already  in  this  position,  'b  put  the  h,2  in  as  near  a  firinf; 
position  as  possible  toward  tiio  enemy  guns,  I'hcn  ’'siT'g  maximum  chargo,  IL?  Longgroar 
passed  the  h.'j,  rounds  to  LTC  Schungel,  ho  passed  them  on  to  me  and  I  dropped  thciri 

in  the  tube.  Wo  got  tlio  idea,  tnat,  vo  may  have  cciio  nrr.tty  'close  to  tho  enemy  guns 

because  In  dropping  a  total  of  6-3  rounds,  after  each  ro'.md  a  .stop  up  of  activity 
vras  noted  from  tho  other  side  and  wo’d  got  three  cr  four  behind  ...nd  in  front  of  the 

b.,2,  Wc  also  heard  many  more  ro'unds  going  over  t^'o  camp.  I  assume  tho  majority  of 

the  rounds  went  to  ^Che  Sanh,  but  I  did  no-tlco  a  mmber  of  them  exploding  VIC 
XD797379.  This  puzaled  -js,  but  i.t  also  seericcl  h'jr'.orous  to  us  because  at  least,  we 
could  SCO  that  every  thing  wasn't  going  exactly  right  ’.rith  the  enemy  guns.  I  don’t 
’enow  exactly  when  aho  Sanh  .started  to  return  fire  on  the  locations  we  had  given. 

It  soorns  to  me  tlrat  it  V7a3  after  we  had  tal:cn  the  majority  of  1;0  or  60  rounds,  Frctti 
these  anti-artillery  barrages  3FC  Ashley  (on  the  old  came)  reported  a  scco.sdary 
explosion  VIC  XD770320.  About  this  time  the  guns  from  Loas  quit  firing  at  Lang  Vei, 
although  ro'inds  wore  still  going  into  IGio  Sanh  for  sraris  time.  At  about  1900  or  I93O 
all  tlie  enemy  fire  ceased. 


I  want  back  to  the  TOC,  which  was  my  working  .and  sleeping  area  and  kept  busy 
until  2300,  I  was  aware  of  scrae  sort  of  trouble  with  SFC  Lindev77ild '  s  i'iSF  platoon. 
It  seems  that  tho  indigenous  troops  did  not  V7mt  to  stay  on  the  0?  because  they  had 
seen  beaucoup  VC,  The  exact  outcome,  of  this  is  unknCiTO  to  me,  al'though  I  know  3?C 
Lindew-ald  and  SFC  Hanna  'i7erc  on  bhie  OP  w.'it’n  a  number  of  jndifpsnous  troops  at  the 
time  of  attack.  I  went  to  sleep  at  about  2300  .and  v:a.s  awakened  at  about  2U00  or 
some  minutes  Later,  I  don't  !cncn7  wh.o  awakened  ;ne,  but  the ' .sentence  that  stuck  in 
ir.y  mind  was  "there  arc  tanks  in  the  rd.re."  I  ran  to  the  L>'2  mortar  adjacent  to  the 
alternate  commo  bunker  and  started  to  fire  illuniiation  tawards  tho  Southeast, 

V7hera  tanks  h.id  been  reported.  Intermittently  '[.’e  dropped  a  few  rounds  of  K.S., 
Thinking  that  there  V7as  possibly  a  ground  assauli.  eloricnt  behind  the  tanks.  At 
this  time  -SPl;  D  OOlTiS  y  3'SQ  OTTijis ot*  ^  SPG  ii*  "tVic  2 

•were  joined  about  15  minutes  later  by  SFC  Craig  and  SP5  Phillips  who  had  been  hit 
by  fra^ents  ii  tlie  face  and  were  both  almost  deaf.  It  mij.st  have  been  around  0030 
that  I  saw  SFC  Holt  at  tho  direction  of  the  t.inks.  Since  there  were  plenty  of 
people  in  the  U.S  pit  at  this  timo  and  SFC  Holt  seemed  to  be  alone,  I  riui  to  his 
position  to  assist  hirii  by  loading  the  projectiles.  This  i-ras  actually  the  first 
ti'jne  that  I  had  seen  the  tanks  and  I  noticed  b;/  the  illumination  that  ti-ro  of  them 
were  sitting  still  and  burning  right  at  the  outer  perimeter.  Another  tank  was 
moving  around  the  two  wrecks.  The  illumination  went  out  at  this  tine  and  SFC  Holt 
was  'enable  to  soo  his-  targot  tVirough  tho  sight.  Seconds  later  anotl'.or  illumiiiation 
popped  and  SFC  Holt  a.pparently  got  on  targo'b,  because  b.o  fired  the  106  and  the 
which  was  nov;  sane  distance  inside  the  pGrlm.etGr  took  a  hit  and  went  up  in  flames, 
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A-t  this  tims  1  noticed  that  there  was  only  ono  round  of  amino  lift  at  the  position, 

I  i.oadod  it  into  t>io  chamber  r.nd  hl-’C  Holt  hit  tho  last  tank  ono  more  time  to  finish 
tho  kill,  if  necessary.  This  mnst  have  been  at  DlOO;  both  of  ns  left  the  Kun,  '“BFC  . 
Holt  ran  to  tho  ajamo  bunker  to  look  for  LAW's  and  I  ran  back  to  the  U.2  bunker.  This 
is  tho  last  timo  I  consciously  sm-j  SFC  Hoi.t,  As  I  returned  to  the  li.2  pit  a  t,ank 

was  approaGhlnE  from  tho  East,  side  hoa.din^  for  the  TOC,  Sanoh.cr.T  T  f^ot  s.  TAdf  into  my 

h-andj  I  don't  loiovr  who  pave;  it  to  mo.  It  was  in  firing  posit j.on  with  exception  of 
tliO  safoty  I't  tho  front  of  th,;  rear  sight.  I  pulled  the  safot?!"  f onward  and  .attompod 
to  fire  tho  LAW,  but  it  failed  to  fire.  At  this  tine  tho  t.ank  had  stopped  about  100 
motors  from  tho  TOG  and  was  firing  its  HG,  Then  tho  intorpretor  Tiep  called  from  tho 

top  of  tho  toaxii  house -in' SGh,all 'that  a  tank  was  moving  ke.st  towards  his  position  on 

highway  9.  ILT  ’'ilkina  had  two  L/fu’s  -and  got  to  tho  Eastern  edge  of  the  top  and  was 
pr-cp.-iring  to  fire  at  the  tank.  At  this  time  there  was  a  lot  of  confusion  because 
some  unknoim  Vietnamese  started  pointing  at  the  tank  saying  "CIDG",  We  were  happy 
as  could  bo  for  a  moment  because  we  actually  bolicv-^d  that  the  CIDG  had  captured  the 
tank.  But  when  it  started  to  move  at  us  ag.aln  vre  decided  very  quickly  that  since 
CIDG  had  no  training  in  driving  a  tanlc  it  must  be  on.imy.  ILT  ’’.'j.lklns  fired  a  LAW  at 
it  hitting  it  in  the  front  end  with  unlcnown  results.  The  tank  stopned  agarn, 
apparently  to  find  out  whore  he  was  being  attaclcod  from.  ILT  Wilkins  attempted  to 
fire  the  second  LVif  and  it  failed  to  fire.  Tho  tank  started  to  move  again  and 

everyone  wont  in  search  of  LlWs,  SSG  Thonpson  started  to  shoot  M-79  grenades  at  it 

with  unnoticablc  effects,  I  throw  two  or  three  grenadGs  at  the  tanks  tracks  and 

rear  end  with  unnoticeablo  effect.  Other  people  also  threw  grenades,  GFG  3url:c  como 

up  with  a  number  of  LVi/s  from  somewhere,  ILT  Wilkins  took  three  of  them  and  fired- 
them  at  the  tank  now  located  adjacent  to  the  dispensary.  Tvro  of  the  L'.Ws  misfired, 
one  sti'uck.  t}ie  tank  on  the  rear  of  the  turret.  ILT  WiUd-ns  then  took  two  more  L\’'-s 
end  followed  tho  hank  as  it  moved  tow.ard  102  company  on  the  western  side  of  tho  camp. 
One  of  the  L.VW  xjarhoada  detonated  in  the  left  tread  of  the  tank  i;ith  unnoticeable 
effect  and  tho  other  ono  missed  the  tank  complotoly.  ILT  VJilkins  c.amo  back  for 
more  lAWs  and  continued  to  follow  the  tank,  At  this  time  a:i  artillorg'’  round  landed 
in  tho  POL  dump  west  of  tho  U,2  pit  and  .sot  it  on  fire.  The  tanks  o'ctllno  could  bo 
seen  directly  behind  it,  SSG  Brooks  and  myself  ran  to  tho  top  of  the  toamhouso  and 
got  tho  50  cal,  KG  with  an  enormous  belt  of  armor  piercing  ammo  and  sot  it  up  and 
began  firing  at  tho  tank  and  saw  seno  sort  of  socondarj’-  explosion  in  or  behind  tho 
fire,  but  I  couldn't  be  sure  of  tho  results  of  the  rounds.  At  this  time  (it  must 
have  boon  0200  or  0230)  wc  started  receiving  MG  fire  from  the  tank  that  h.ad  by  now 
cl.osod  1'ri.th  tho  TX  and  already  had  blo'.-m  away  the  staimN'oll  trith  its  I-F.JOR  calibor, 
SFC  Craig,  SSG  Thompson,  SSG  Brooks,  SPi;  Dooms,  'GISF  SGM  DAY  and  some  other 
indigenous  wore  all  crowded  in  tho  Ii.2  pit  now.  Wq  wore  undecided  on  what  to  do 
for  a  while,  then  ran  and  crawled  for  the  western  side  of  uhe  team  house.  Approx 
20-30  GTDG  were  anoroaching  in  a  single  lino  from  102  company  aroa  another  tank  or 
arnnorod  personnel  carrier  had  come  out  of  103  company  and  was  heading  past  the 
western  supply  bunker  ten-rard  the  1;,2  pit.  It  was  also  firing  its  KG.  l-lo  came  to  a 
decision  to  E  &  E  through  tho  northern  perimeter,  si  nce  this  se  -mod  to  be  the  only  ■ 
place  were  there  was  no  visible  activity.  As  far  as  I  could  see  there  was  SFC  Craig, 
SSG  Thompson,  SFC  Burke,  SGM  Day,  myself  and  from  UO-3'0  CIDG  &  IISF.  Wq  had  made  our 
way  through  the  inner  wire  barrier  at  once  and  were  in  the  process  of  going  over  tho 
triple  concertina  when  our  group  started  receiving  heavy  MG  fire  from  the  eas-tem 
portion  of  the  camp,  Evoiybody  except  SFC  Craig,  mysolf  and  about  10  MSF  apparently 
got  over  tho  wire  barriers  and  outside,  stayed  since  spook:/-  artillery 
illumination  was  still  3.ighting  up  the  camp  and  in  turn  our  escape  route,  kfe 
remained  In  shallow  ditches  for  about  five  minutes  until  tho  lllVimination'  ceased  for 
a  time  and  then  rushod  through  the  wire  and  viont  about  100  me-fcer's  further  Into  a 
clump  of  bamboo.  Mq  staj/ed  tboro  for  approximately  fifteen  m''.nutcs  to  one  half 
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an  hour  until  CHU's  were  droppin;’  all  around  uso  3FC  Craig,  nyself  and  one  !iSF  were 
hit  by  some  type  of  fragments.  At  this  time  the  remainder  of  the  l-BF  with  us  took 
off  and  SFC  Craig  and  myself  vrere  alone,  He  moved  another  100  or  200  meters  and 
found  a  sort  of  dr;^  oreckbed  or  washout  and  stayed  at, the  edge  of  it  for  the 

remainder  of  the  night,  He  could  still  hear  the  tanks  engines  i.n  the  csmp  to  O'.'r 

roar  and  a  constant  sound  of  explosions  and  hG  fire.  At  abcut  033C  an  arc  light 
started  in  the  dii'oction  of  Laos  and  apparently  V7as  moving  towards  the  western  edge 
of  camp.  Not  too  much  later  a  .-jet  aircraft  dropped  from  3-5  bombs  in  our  vicinity. 
Olio  of  the  banbs  threw  clumps  of  dirt  and  shrapnel  all  around  our  position.  It  seemed 
that  around  OuOO  the  activity  in  camp  was  slowing  down,  but  small  arms  end  KG  lii’e 
still  persisted  around  our  hiding  place.  Froc’STiod  by  "is  to  be  CILG,  lIvV.  firing 

at  each  other,  heard  the  firing  and  some  movement  around  o'lr  position  for  the 

rest  of  the  nigh.t.  At  daybreak  firing  beoane  sporadic,  until  firing  started  up 

again  in  the  direction  of  the  camp.  He  then  had  high  hopes  tl.at  the  cn p  w.is  .still 
in  friendly  hands  and  started  to  move  back  to  a  position  where  we  cou'id  observe  the 
camp.  At  this  tin’s  we  oa^'  (what  we  later  found  out  to  be  GFC  Asblcy-s  assault)  s 
group  of  people  on  the  ea.stom  slope  of  th.;  caiiip.  Comelicw  wc  decided  that  tt.ey  were 
friendly  and  stepped  out  into  the  open  waving  our  h-ands.  Linci-  we  di'dn’t  receive 
any  fire  we  moved  to  the  cast  t.o  attempt  to  link  up,  Aior;,-,  tin-  way  I  saw  one  dead 
i'lVA  in  the  wire  near  a  bloim  away  section.  As  we  ca-ic  up  on  highwa”"  9  from  the 
north,  I  saw  a  number  of  people  along  the  road  .sit-ing  denn  and  facing  t'0'.'.''ard  the 
camp.  At  Uiis  time  I  got  the  scare  of  my  life  because  all  i  nouln  sec  wes  LA'-'-  caps 
and  AK_l47'3,  Looking  closer  I  noticed  tliat  there  were  .also  catnvouflaged  suits  and 
oarhines  and  BAR'S.  Then  1  remembei'ed  that  the  Laotiirn.also  vroro  hats  and  had  a 
number  AK-li7'.s,  As  wo  stepped  oi’.t  on  the  road,  we  saw  SFC  ns'cley  on  the  radio,  SPU 
Johnson  and  SGT  Allen.  Wo  joined  ths.a  in  t'no  next  .assault  cn  101  company  area. 

There  were  approximately  one  squad  of  tN/A  in  the  bunkers  botvjeen  101.  company  and 
the  TOC.  Thcjy  vrere  throwing  grenades  and  .appa.rontly  had  a  KG  -and  some  other 
automatic  weapons,  V7o  tried  .a  he.ad  on  ase.ault  the-  fir.su  thne,  but  as  soon  as  vto 
roceived  a  burst  of  automatic  fire  the  laoti.-ns  broke;  -and  ran  inaking  it  impossible 
for  us  to  continue  th.v  assault  As  vje  vithdrow  to  ailovi  the  FAC  to  pl.ace  airstrikes 
on  the  area,  I  savr  LTG  Gch’ungcil  limping  dovm  highvr-ay  9  inside  camp  being  aided  by' 
twa  CIDG,  SGT  Allen  and  myself  \-rent  after  him  and  brought  hin  the  remaining 
distance  outside  the  norineter.  Aifter  the  completirn  of  the  airstrike,  we  v^ent  up 
again  to  assault  the  OTA's  position  only  to  be  met  by  the  saifie  amount  of  firepower. 
Although  this  time  SGT  Allen  had  taken  an  element  along  th:  right  flank.  Of  course, 
our  "fearless"  troops  ran  agaim.  At  this  point  SFC  Ashley  decided  to  get  a  57.’.im  P-F. 
from  the  Laotians  in  the  old  camp  and  attempt  to  drive  the  NVA  out  of  their  positions 
in  the  mcantiirie,  I  saw  three  CIDG  and  ILT  '/ilkins  coning  along  highvray  9  near  the 
CRP  I  barracks,  I  got  four  or  five  Laotians  to  aid  tic  CIDG  and  I  helped  ILT  'ijJdns 
tov^ard  the  gate  and  took  him  back  to  the  old  cuivp  in  t!ie  jeep  that  h-ad  been  brought 
from  the  old  camp.  During  this  time,  SPU  Johnson  vras  shooting  the  57mm  at  the 
b’cnkers  and  SFC  Ashley's  crow  had  made  another  assault.  'Jh.sn  I  returned,  they  were 
on  the  bottem  of  the  hill  again.  SFC  Ashley  wa.s  calling  for  more  strafing  runs 
and  bombs.  Then  wo  wont  up  again.  This  time  I  found  an  abar.acned  60mm  mortar  and 
with  the  assistance  of  SPU  Johnson  dropped  three  h.u.  and  one  'IP  on  the  enemy 
position  about  50  meters  away.  The  next  H.E.  round  '  misfired  so  we  left  the  r.ortar 
and  con  tin ’.'.ed  the  ass.ault,  SFC  Ashley  vfas  in  the  cantor,  -SPu  Johnson  or;  tho  left 
flank  and  SGT  Allan  and  myself  un  the  right  flank,  ''s  wore  ma'-ing  progress  in 
driving  tho  i'lVA  back  and  had  winged  a  fevr  vrith  automatic  w.aapons  fire  and  grenades 
when  the  Laotians  pulled  out  on  us  again,  ^hoy  had  seen  SrC  nsh.lcy  get  hit  and 
decided  to  run  again.  SC-T  AUon  and  myself  stai-t.id  to  drag  SFC  Ashley  away  from  the 
place  where  :,e  had  boon  hit,  out  of  the  lino  of  fire.  During  this  tbne  the  WA  cut 
loose  vd.th  everything  they  had.  The  VNSF.  who  at  this  time  sciaewhere  to  our  rear 
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finally  got  some  Laotians  together  after  oiir  'begr’ing  for  holp.  They  aided  SGT  Allan 
in  removing  SFC  Ashley  the  remainder  of  tho  iray,  SPh  Johnson,  who  had  joinod  us 
from  the  left  flank,  and  myself  covered  tho  withdrawal  of  tho  carrying  party. 


'■'fe  got  SFC  Ashley  into  tho  .joop  (still  alive  by  mouth  xo  mouth  respiration  by 
SGT  Allen)  iuad  took  him  to  tho  old  cajnp  for  pick  up  by  tho  IfiniVAC  which  1  had 
roquestod  thru  LTC  Schungol,  SFC  Aohlcy  was  still  in  the  .jeep  and  SPii  Johnson  was 
giving  him  mouth  to  mouth  rospirntion  when  artillery  rounds  from  Laos  started  to 
come  in  to  koop  the. holicoptor  from  landing.  One  round  landed  lO-lS  motors  from  us 
knocking  out  SPl^  Johnson,  killing  SFC  Ashley,  and  putting  a  piece  of  shrapnel  Jji  my 
wrist.  *hc  tijmo  vras  about  1100  on  tho  7th..  Tho  old  camp  recoivod  continuod  artillo 
and  mortar  firb.  At  about  II4OO  tho  group  from  the  TOC  effected  their  break  out 
under  aircovor.  Helicopters  started  to  como  in  under  mortar  and  artillery  fire  at 
about  1630  and  oxtractod  us  to  Hho  Sanh, 


/s/  Pc  tor  I’iroch 
/t/  RSTER  TIROCH 

SSG  E6,  RA  17  211 


Kl.NUEL  E.  PIIILIIPS 


At  ap.^roximately  I8OO  hours  6  February  1968,  the  oa>tip  received  U0-30  rounds  of 
estimated  l53'.m  artillery  fromi  Vicinity  Co  Roc  hTH  in  Laos.  Fire  missions  vrere 
supplied  by  Marines  on  two  suspected  positions.  .A  secondary  explosion  was  reported 
Vic  XD  73332 li.  We  were  salable  to  get  a  FAC. 


IISF  platoon  was  manning  the  OP  to  tho  ''^ost  of  camp  reported  several  times 
during  evening  the  prevsence  of  large  numbers  oj?  1A7.A  to  the  northwest  and  south  of 
their  postion.  The  USASF  with  the  platoon  (SFC  Lindorwald  and  Hanna)  report'd  by 
radio  that  they  porsi.'nally  had  seen  no  enorny. 


A.s  A-lOl  radio  sunorvisor,  my  alert  position  a!;d  sloening  quarters  ’were 
located  in  the  TOC,  I  vras  avfalconed  at  anproximatoly  mi.'dnif'ht  and  told  that  there 
w.cre  tanks  advancing  on  tho  camp's  southern  perimeter,  I  firet  made  sure  That  all 
the  USASF  wore  alerted.  Then  co’^tacted  iiarinc  arti.llor;'/  and  requested  fii'e  on  our 
southern  poriuneter,  reference  the  camps  night  defensive  fii’o  plan.  Simultaneously, 
oFC  Hanna  reported  the  OP  as  being  under  hcay,''  mortar  and.  automatic  weanons  attack. 
Two  artillery  missions  vjore  ca.llod  Ini  defense  of  tho  OP  before  radio  contact  vras 

T  n  4.  _ _ i _ 1  ....‘AV  XT..-  HD  O'ro  _ _  +1-,^+' 

1/  X  cit4J.W  VGUiiUta&JU  WtaO  i  VJJ.Uil  oiLU;  ‘-icaiuid  viAdw 

lindewnld  was  gravely  wounded,  and  that  tho  OP  was  still  under  hGav7a  attack. 


After  losing  radio  contact  vrith  the  OP,  under  CPI  Pilloiighby's  direction,  all 
efforts  wor;  directed  toward  stopping  the  tanks  and  coordinating  air  support,  3y 
the  time,  five  or  six  artilLory  missions  had  been  delivered  by  the  liariiiea  on  the 
sounthem  approaches  to  the  camp  and  had  been  adustod  up  to  the  outer  wire.  Tanks 
had  been  reported  to  he  controlling  the  lOh  Co  Area  (S,F,  Comer)  and  WVA  were 
reported  in  the  bunkerr  A  large  troop  concentration  was  reported  on  t)lo  northern 
perimeter  and  VT  as  called. 
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Ti-ro  tanks  wuro  roportod  knocked  out  at  the  camp's  southern  entrance,  A]J.  USu\SF 
personnel  wore  attemptin"  to  ung.-iRG  tho  tanks  with  the  woapons  available  oxcopt  for 
Command  and  Caiuiio  pers  inside  tho  TOC,  106  LAHs,  and  50  cal  AP  wero  used  by  tho 
Ul'.SF  porsonnol.  CIDG  usod  grenades,  30  cal  mO  and  RI?^ 

burin, g  the  battle,  six  tanks  were  reported  to  the  TOC  as  being  disabled.  Eight 
UoASF  porsonnol  boc.ame  trapped  in  the  TOC  when  a  tonic  pulle_d  on  tep  of  it.  Undor 
its  covor,  sappers  used  grenades,  satchel  charges,  tear  gas  and  incendiary  grenades 
against  the  personnel  inside,  Humorous  charges  and  grenades  wero  put  doTon  the  air 
shafts  before  tear  gas  was  introduced.  Incendiary  grenades  wore  put  in  on  top  of 
the  gas.  At  this  timu^  all  Yi-iSF  who  wore  in  tho  bunker,  wont  outside  and  surron- 
aered.  Their  fa  bo  .is  unlmo'ii. 

During  the  night,  si:<;  of  tho  eight  UAA.l’  personnel  >nside  the  bunker  wore 
wounded. 

The  last  attempt  to  destroy  the  bunker  was  made  at  dav/n.  Two  large  charges 
were  put  down  the  vent  shaft  on  tho  North  side  of  tlie  bunker,  parti.ally  blowing 
the  wall  away.  After  daj''  light  conimo  xwas  reestablished  with  USASF  personnel  at 
the  old  camp  site,  and  also  with  FAC„ 

The  USASF  porsonnol  on  the  old  site  made  several  attempts  (using  Laotions)  to 
roach  the  TOC,  but  were  driven  back,  iflion  it  became  ovidont  that  no  relief  was 
coming,  CFT  Willoughby  called  all  available  air  on  tho  hill.  b-T  -^n  the  air  strike 
was  lefted,  the  trapped  personnel  made  it  off  the  hill  while  the  aircraft  made 
dummy  runs  to  keeps  enemy  heads  down. 

It  was  necessary  to  leave  SPli  Moreland  behind,  due  to  his  being  in  a  ccmplote 
stupor  and  becoming  violent  when  disturbed,  Tliis  was  due  to  head  wounds  rocsj.ved 
during  the  sapper  attack  on  tho  TOC. 


/s/  Em.sjiuol  S.  Phillips 
/t/  EiMiniEE  E.,-  PHILLIPS 
SSG,  PA  19  531  361 


IIICrCOLAS  FilAGOS 


For  me  the  action  in  Lang  Yd  started  at  06  Foomary  at  1200  hours  when  I  wont 
on  guard,  Tho  weather  was  clear  dth  small  clouds  at  2000  ft.  At  about  06  2300 
hours  a  trip  flare  vrent  off  in  the  south  outer  perimeter  of  the  caj'p  on  the  road 
leading  to  Lang  Troai,  Most  of  the  camp  opened  up  .at  this  time  since  all  of  ua 
expected  an  attack  in  the  near  future.  After  15  minutes  everyone  stopped  firing 
and  again-  all  was  nonaal.  At  070015  hours  another  trip  flare  went  of.-^  in  abo'at  the 
same  area.  At  this  time  I  saw  two  men  cutting  the  i-riro  in  .front  of  a  vehicle.  The 
vehicle  later  was  identified  as  a  tank.  Both  men  wero  cut  down  by  small  arms  fire 
from  the  camp  perimeter.  At  this  time  the  tank  turned  on  its  spotlight  for  about 
30  seconds  and  "G~2d"  the  area  before  irunnirig  over  the  wire. 
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I  ran  doxm  to  the  TX  and  reT>ortec!  what  I  had  idthossod  fo-the  CO  and  to  LTC 
Sshungol,  LTC  Schungal  came  out  with  me  to  sea  it  vrith  h^.s  O'-m  oyes.  The  tank  had 
monentarily  stopped  and  was  shooting  away  at  the  bunkers  in  lOli  compariy  area  with  its 
main  gun  and  machinegun.  Irainod lately  I  went  to  get  some  LA-ds  that  1  had  bjt  my  guard 
position!  I  came  back  and  started  arming  them.  T  managed  to  load  them,  one  b2;'  one 
handing  ''■’.Biaover  to  LTC  Sohungel.  Mg  fired  at  the  tv;o  tanks  visible.  At  this  time 
we  heard  the  106  racoilless  fiflc  fire  at  the  tanks.  One  of  the  talks  caught  on 
fire.  We  ran  out  of  LAWs  so  I  irent  to  get  soi.'.c  more  from  the  I4.2  mortar  pit,  A.t 
this  tiJte  the  U,,2  crei;  was  putting  out  illumination  for  the  camp. 


green  tracers  going  over  my  head  ceming  from  the  Moridi  side  of  the  wire,  I  reloaded 
all  the  LA'-Js,  gave  two  to  LTC  Schiingol  and  Icopt  two,  hy  flnst  LT''-  misfired  or 
didn't  fire  at  all,  I  was  aiming  the  other  one  at  a  tank  coming  up  the  hill  in  lOii 
oo'ipany.  This  one  seemed  to  have  landed  between  the  ground  and  the  front  track  of 
the  tank.  Right  away  I  raceiTOd  machinegun  fiiv-  from  the  tan’^  so  1  went  to  L'^C 
ochungcl's  position.  Mo  couldn't  get  the  safotv  out  of  one  of  the  L.V'e,  I  ulnved 
vrith  it  fur  a  fow  minutes  but  was  still  unable  uo  talce  the  safety  of"'.  I  went  dovm 
the  TX  with  the  MW  to  got  a  sharp  instrument  but  was  still  unabln  to  remove  trio 
damn  thing  so  I  left  the  LA"  there,  I  told  the  CO  that  I  vras  getting  some  fire 
from  the  Worth  wire  at  idilch  time  ho  proceeded  to  call  V.T.  on  that  area.  Going 
back  outside,  I  saw  that  the  tanli  had  reached  the  top  of  tho  hill  about  ICO  meters 
from  the  TX,  LTC  Schungel  fi.red  one  of  his  LVls  and  struck  the  side  of  the  tank 
with  a  big  splash  of  fire.  Tho  tank  kept  on  r.;Ovinp’  to'-nrd.s  tho  3rui  company  area. 
Someone  had  brought  another  MW  so  LTC  Schungal,  SMC  Holt,  SPlj  Moreland  and  myself 
made  a  mad  charge  towards  the  Bru  cemnany  area  whorn  the  tank  was  and  at  tempted  to 
fire  the  LAW,  It  didn't  go  off  so  v/e  started  shooting  at  it  vrith  M-l6s  and  threuTing 
grenades,  with  no  success,  We  moved  back  tovrards  tho  TX  at  vrhioh  time-;  someone 
asked  for  some  C-li,  SPIi  Moreland  and  I  moved  to  the  h.B  pit  and  vrorc  on  our  vray 
to  the  ammo  bunker  for  C-U  when  the  fu(3l  dump  next  to  it  blow  up  ijito  roaring  flame. 
Unable  to  move  toiwards  the  ammo  bunker  1  found  two  more  Mf's  and  SPlj  Moreland  and 
myself  moved  back  to’wards  the  TOO. 

Back  at  the  TOC  was  LTC  Schungel,  SPJi  Mq  Hurry  rnd  iLT  \<ilkins,  I  gave 
smeone  a  LAW  and  attempted  to  fire  one  myself  vrith  no  success.  I  started  firi-ng  my 
M-I6  toward  the  south  fence  where  I  sax,r  another  tank  approaching  the  vrlre.  I  saw 
one  tank  to  my  left  moving  tov.-ards  the  TX  so  I  went  do'-mstairs  as  I  had  expended 
all  my  ammo,  Dowistairs  one  of  the  HSF  SGT's  and  one  Interpreter  were  wounded  so  I 
v'snt  to  work  on  them  with  the  medical  chest  I  had  in  the  TX.  The  whole  front  door 
of  the  TX  had  been  blovm  away  by  a  round  from  the  tank.  ILT  Longgrear  had  come 
down  the  stairs  and  said  he  had  seen  four  sappers  and  shot  throe  of  them  near  the 
8lnim  morrbar  pit,  A  tan'x  v&s  heard  near  tho  TOC  so  we  assumed  that  LTC  Schungel  had 

A4  VV3x-^  W  dil  h^UJ-UO  JU I  U'lCJ  A  '  XUX  d  tr.'iJxiU  CJyVCLS^U  UllC  UV-'ilUilW  CUIV* 

vrounded  in  anquish.  There  vrere  about  25  Vietnamese  packed  into  the  TOC,  Ami.dst  all 
the  cor.fu.'icn  v-fc  heard  a  largo  explosion  from  the  tovrer  of  the  TX  so  we  imagined  it 
was  blovn  away  by  tho  tank.  Hand  grenades  started  dropping  down  the  tovrer  and  a 
burst  of  flamo  exploded.  Later  vre  found  out  it  was  an  incendiary  grenade.  The 
place  caught  on  fire  from  all  the  paper  laying  around  tho  TX,  On  top  of  that,  the 
smoko  was  so  thick  that  it  made  visibility  impossible.  The  smoke  also  made  breathing 
impossible  unloss  you  laid  flat  on  tho  floor,  I  scrambeled  around  in  the  dark  and 
found  a  gas  mask  X'fhich  I  shared  vrith  the  camp  commander  for  a  while.  Next  someone 
said  "They  threw  some  gas",  1  saw  the  VJESF  camp  coamrander  coughing  and  speaking 
some  Vietnamese  to  his  people  and  the  next  thing  I  savr  was  all  tho  Vietnamese  make 
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it  to  the  outside  of  the  TCC  including  our  Interprcjter.  I  waitod  about  five  minutes 
and  went  toi-7ards  the  door  of  the  TOC.  I  heard  S"r.ieono  calling  us  in  English  and  I 
shoved  my  head  slowly  by  the  door  and  looked  up  outsido  of  the  TOC.  The  stairs  and 
the  cover  of  the  stair'Jell  wore  blown  off.  Outside  was  real  light  from  spooky 
dropping  flares,  1  saw  five  or  six  Vietnar'iosG  lined  up  around  the  exit  on  top  end 
my  interpreter  asJcing  no  to  come  out.  I  started  to  ask  him  something  when  I  saw  the 
head  of  an  ;'iVA  with  a  camouflaged  steel  pot  and  an  AK-^JO  folding  stock  oointea  at 
the  prisoners,  I  pulled  back  from  the  door  and  heard  the  click  of  a  grenade  follca-j 
me  and  I  screamed  ''grenade"  vzhile  seeking  novei"  in  tiic  floor.  The  grenade  blew  up 
and  I  got  a  sraal!)  piece  of  schrapnel  in  the  left  elbow,  I  managed  to  move  junk  on 
top  of  mo  since  more  grenades  were  tuiubliiir'  do'-m.  the  staircase.  Another  English 
speaking  voice  asked  for  the  captain  and  if  ho  had  a  weapon.  Someone  said  yes  and 
more  hand  grenades  cane  doiifn.  At  times  at  sounded  as  if  someone  was  crawling  dom 
the  stairs  towards  us.  ILT  LonggreaUj  SPh  Moreland  atid  I  stood  by  the  door  waiting. 
Then  we  opened  up  at  the  s.ajne  tine  towards  the  door  to  discourage  anyone  from 
coming  down,  I  went  into  the  CO‘s  room  to  get.  sorus  ainno  and  a  huge  charge  and 
explosion  came  doi-jn  the  air  vent  knocking  me  unconscious,  "'hen  I  awoke  it  V7as  about 
0330.  1  could  not  hear  anything  at  this  tiac.-  Hy  o;irs  wore  bad  from  firing  the. 

LAWs^  yet  1  could  hear  digging  outsj.do  the  TOC,  But  heard  nothing  inside  the  TOC, 

I  assumed  that  everyone  was  dead  so  I  slo’.-7ly  crawled  under  the  CO's  bed.  The  smoke 
was  so  bad  that  I  started  throvjing  up  and  someone  said  sh’nh.l  (shut  up).  It  seemed 
strange  that  somocno  olsa  was  alive,  but  playing  dead,  so  I  crawled  closer  to  the 
wall  put  on  my  g.as  mask  and  waited.  There  was  stn.ll  digging  going  on  above  me  and 
hand  grenades  dropping  do'-n  the  air  vents  ^  About  flaybreak  I  heard  the  sound  of  an 
airplaric,  lext  I  hoard  what  I  knov?  to  be  A— 1  slrA’r.d.dcrs  diving  and  dropping  bembs 
on  the  camp.  This  went  on  during  the  noining.  I'o  figured  that  t'no  '.T?A  had  .!Left  the 
hill  but  every  t:-me  the  plane  iiuide  a  pass,  a  machinegun  on  ton  of  the  TOC  V70uld  open 


■Borne  time  :in  the  morning  we  got  radio  contact  with  l^A, 


■SFC 


up  on  the  aircraft, 

Ashley,  informing  us  that  lie,  along  with  a  snail  force,  vras  closing  in  our  location 
to  rescue  us.  This  of  course  made  all  of  us  verg/  happy  until  we  heard  a  firefight 
outside  and  a  call  on  the  PRC-2,‘3  from  SFC  A.shley  informing  us  that  he  V7a5  unable 
to  reach  the  TOC  because  of  enemy  resistance.  Eater  on  7'''Shley  contacted  us  saying 
that  he  was  onco  again  in  the  process  of  coming  to  ouf  rescue.  Again,  as  t',d.co 
before,  a  firefight  was  hoard  outside  and  the  information  came  to  us  via  PRC-25  that 
all  attempts  had  failed  to  rescue  us.  It  was  past  1200  hours  and  I  had  ny  hands 
full  trying  to  calm  doim  SPij  Moreland  who  had  eai'lier  iji  the  morning  been  hit  in  the 
head  by  the  ciq^losinn  in  the  air  vent,  t'no  largest  explosion  of  the  w'nole  affair. 

Ho  was  semiconscious,  screaming  when  someone  touched  hiin,  unable  to  recognize  or 
understand  anything  said  to  him.  Realising  that  morphine  was  contradictory  in  Viead 
injuries  I  found  it  necessam/  to  g.ive  him  a  morohine  s;.rrette  I.M.  to  keep  him  quiet 
as  It  v;as  the  only  vjay  possible  that  we  could  make  the  uneiny  thiuk  that  ws  vrare 
dead. 


A-1  Skyraiders  made  pass  aftor  pass  dropping  their  load  of  napalm  and  baibs. 
A-bout  luOO  hours  I  once  a.gain  saw  the  captain  diggiug  himself  out  of  the  riubblo, 

I  had  thought  him  dead  since  the  first  big  explosion  in  the  TOG  tower. 

There  were  bight  of  us  now.  We  were  all  injured  in  one  way  or  another  except 
the  two  cemmo  people  (Dooms  and  PhiT-lips).  "fe  decided  that  it  was  getting  lat.?  and 
it  would  be  suicide  to  stay  hero  another  night.  We  had  been  without  watei-  or  food 
for  over  2lt  hours.  Everyone  was  physically  exhausted  aiid  close  to  thb  poli;t  of 
shock,  I  had  jihrown  up  abou,t  'seven  tiiies  all  through  the  night  froia  the  smoke  and 
the  gas  causing  me  to  be  dehydrated  and  weak, 
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Wo  docidod  to  r.iako  a  break  for  it  since  no  mere  rescue  operations  would  bo 
attempted.  At  about  ll?30  CPT  Vlilloughby  called  in  all  the  napalm  and  bombs  that  tho 
A-1  skyraiders  had  to  cover  our  withdrawal  from  the  TOC,  Ashley  had  told  us  on  the 
radio  which  route  he  rocoived  the  least  enemy  fire  fvaa.  With  llT  Longgrenr  iai  the 
lead,  each  one  of  us  climbed  the  stairs  and  dashed  towards  supply  bunker  #2,  I  had 
aljaost  roacl'icd  tho  supnly  bi.vnkcr  when  1  hca.ixJ  auto'iatic  fire  from,  one  of  tlio  bunkers 
to  my  right,  I  dropped  and  obscia/od  ILT  Lonpgraar  open  up  w'th  his  M-l6  towards 
that  bunker.  No  more  resiGtaiico  came  from  that  bunker,  so  he  got  up  and  raJi  towards 
highway  9  just  below  supply  #2,  Of  the  eignt  Americans  in  the  TOC,  seven  of  us  made 
it  out.  It  was  decided  by  all  of  ns  that  bTh  lioroland  would  be  left  behind  since  at 
this  time  he  was  an  complate  shock  and  would  require  about  four  of  us  just  to  raise 
him  out  of  the  TOC,  The  stairs  were  blovna  away,  all  that  was  left  v;as  a  hole  to 
climb  out  of.  Also  it  would  require  four  of  us  to  carry  him  aviay  and  alJL  but  two  of 
us  wore  V70unded  and  were  unfit  to  help,  ’io  made  our  way  to  higliway  9  as  tho  planes 
made  dummy  passes  o\;  >r  the  cajip  in  support  of  us. 


iJhen  wo  reached  the  front  gate  we  sav?  our  jeep  coming  down  tho  road  with  Ashley's 
body  in  back.  All  of  us  got  into  tho  jeop  a;\d  wore  taken  no  tho  old  oamu  where  the 
helicopters  came  and  took  us  to  Kho  Sanh  combat  base.  After  Initial  medical  care  to 
most  of  us,  wo  were  put  on  a  C-I30  aircraft  and  flown  to  Danang. 


/s/  Nicholas  Fragos 
/t/  KICKOU’vS  FRACaS 
SGT,  RA  16  626  6h6 


SGT  RICHARD  H.  ALLEN 


At  about  1800  hours,  6  Feb  we  started  receivang  incominr  artillery  rounds.  I 
was  at  the  new  camp  eating  dinner  and  at  1330  hours  I  went  back  to  the  old  camp  by 
jeep  acoompaaied  by  HPU  Johnson,  The  artillery  kept  up  until  dark, 

I  lay  down  about  2300  hours,  to  be  wakened  at  001^  hours  by  Johnson  telling  me 
that  the  other  camp  was  being  hit.  SGT  Ashley  was  on  tho  radio  (PRC-25).  Frcm  our 
position  there  was  nothing  that  we  could  really  do. 

CPT  Vfiiioughby  had  called  for  artillery  support  and  air  supnort  almost  Immedi¬ 
ately.  It  seemed  that  there  was  no  real  way  to  stop  tanks.  I  was  OI3O  hours  before 
we  got  any  help  from  Khe  Sanhj  then  all  we  received  was  illumination  rounds;  Ffe  did 
have  a  FAC  flying  around  overhenri.  Also  at  0130  hours  one  aircraft  awrivod,  '’Spookjd'. 
Ho  started  dropping  flares,  but  would  not  coirio  dovm  to  fire  his  guns. 

Until  tills  time  we  could  not  get  the  Laotians  to  give  us  a  hand,  but  now  they 
dropped  in  illumination  rounds  with  their  Si's,  TarJis  were  starting  to  come  towards 
our  camp  and  wore  firing  thstr  guns  at  us.  Tho  Laotian  officers  still  did  not  want 
to  be  disturbed.  Ashley,  Johnson  and  myself  were  the  only  ones  trying  to  get  anything 
done.  We  couldn't  get  any  Laotians  to  go  mth  us  to  help  dofend  tho  camp,  SGT 
Asliloy  finally  started  controlling  the  flareship,  as  to  where  drop  the  flares. 
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Frcrc  our  positions  we  saw  two  tanks,  one  on  the  north  end  and  ono  on.  the  south 
ond  firing  at  oveiything  in  bebweon.  Wo  could  see  several  trip  flares  going  off 
around  the  camp.  Funny  boribs  V7erc;  dropped  at  the  Eastern  slope  of  the  helicopter 
pad. 


The  night  started  out  nice  and  clear,  but  early  in  tiic  A.M.  The  visibility 
became  wemewhat  limited „  At  0330  hours  B  )}?.'•  2  arrived  making  bombing  run's  on  Co 
lioo.  The  nev;  comp  had  received  some  H.E.  rounds  frer.  Kho  Sonh,  but  they  seemed  to 
be  hitting  the  camp  and  vjcre  discontinued.  Around  OijOO  hours  vro  (Ashley,  da'.u’o-'-i 
and  nyself)  lost  contact  with  CPT  Willoughby,  Then  tv70  s!c/hav;ks  come  in  and  we  called 
strafing  runs  and  BcT.V,-,  At  this  time  there  was  only  spcratic  firing  conjjig  from 
the  camp. 

Just  prior  to  dawn,  the  people  from  Bang  Vei  ''Tillage  /!-l  tried  to  get  into  camp. 

We  had  to  persuade  the  Laotian  Col  to  keep  the  villagers  out.  W’e  also  got  the  XTord 
from  FAC  that  biVA  woro  sited  headed  towards  the  old  camp  and  village. 

At  around  06tj.5  hours  we  heard  from  Me  i'lurry,  ’'c.  informed  him  that  we  were  on 
our  viay.  We  then  tried  to  muster  up  100  Laotians  to  go  v/ibh  us.  It  took  alir.05;t  an 
hour.  We  then  sta.rted  out  of  the  camp  on  the  highvray  v;hc:re  we  ;;ere  net  by  about  20 
C.IDG,  They  wero  happy  to  see  us  (Americans).  I'.'o  persuaded  them  to  go  to  the  other 
camp  to  pick  up  the  survivors  and  retake  the  car.ip  if  necessary.  Just  before  entering 
the  camp  w©  called  in  strafi''g  runs  by  the  two  s'Kryhawks  overhead.  '«e  then  ventured 
up  the  hill,  ''■'e  found  a  few  serioisly  wounded  CIGG  (or  M3F),  've  entered  through 
ti;C  101  company  area  and  counted  two  CIDO  and  several  M'A  bodies.  There  ■■•'ore  satchel 
i-harges  laying  all  around.  There  I  dropped  my  earbino  and  picked  up  a  BAR  and  seme 
grenades,  '-b  got  to  fne  hill  at  the  ond  of  101  Coi.-r-any,  There  we  picked  up  enc.my 
machinegun  fire,  I  was  on  the  right  flank,  Johnson  on  the  left,  Ashley  in  the 
middle.  Before  we  could  advance  the  indigenous  retreated.  went  doi-m  the  hill 
to  regroup,  I  had  to  run  all  the  way  back  to  the  ocher  cam})  to  got  some  of  thorn 
back.  Some  of  then  disappeared,  and  I  brought  back  siDr.  by  pointing  my  BAR  at  them. 

When  I  returned  I  fouiTd  5oG  Tiroch  and  H'jG  Craig  -down  at  our  location,  MSG  Craig 
was  wounded  in  the  hip  and  had  lost  his  hearin:-,.  On  the  first  mun  we  tried  to 
pinpoint  the  iWA  positions,  1  counted  about  nine  Wv'.'i.  alive, 

Criag  and  Tiroch  joined  us  this  time  aiid  again  we  assaulted  the  hill.  This 
time  we  were  met  by  O.ljiim  and  6Cmm  Rounds  hitting  around  us.  I  v;as  again  in  my 
position  about  25  ft  frern  the  first  b'unker.  The  enemy  was  thro’-ring  grenades  and  the 
indigenous  vrithdrovr  forcing  us  to  leave  the  hill-  This  time  several  wounded  CILG 
CBitiG  out  of  the  cajap,  I  gave  morphine  to  the  ones  for  which  it  was  necessar:/  and 
b.-ffldaged  as  many  as  possible,  Lhon  the  strafing  and  'nombing  runs  were  finished  v;e 
tried  again,  We  had  to  force  the  exhausted  and  wounded  Craig  to  stay  behind.  By 
this  time  we  had  lost  half  of  our  indigenous  (they  split).  On  cur  third  inm  Johnson 
and  Tiroch  grabbed  a  60rnm  mortar  and  tried  to  return  the  enemy  fire.  'Je  didn't  seem 
*  to  be  getting  anyc^here.  The  aircraft  were  nalcing  bombing  runs  at  the  opposite  end 
of  camp.  On  our  fourth  try  Johnson  knocked  out  tho  first  bunker  with  a  57  rocoilless 
rifle,  taut  still  could  not  advance.  On  our  fifth  run  up  we  had  three  choppers 
overhead  to  try  to  pick  up  tho  wounded.  We  vrerc  iTot  reoaiving  any  fire;  we  got  up 
to  the  first  NVA  position  and  there  Ashley  was  hit  on  the  right  side  of  his  chest 
and  tho  round  want  through  the  radio  cn  his  back.  At  this  time  all  the  Indigenous 
split t 
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At  this  timo  I  attended  to  Ashley's  wound  I'  d  adninist ered  artificifi.!  ix3spira- 
oione  At  this  t'ime  the  choppers  loft  and  I  had  to  get  Ashley  doina  the  Hill,  i-ath 
Tiroch  covering  me.  At  the  wiro  I  forced  about  six  indigenous  to  assist  mo  to  get 
him  to  get  him  on  the  jeopo  Fran  there  Johnson  gave  Ashley  artificial  respiration 
ijitil  we  got  to  the  old  camp.  After  wo  got  there  1  got  bandages,  but  boforL=^  I 
could  get  them  on  Ashley,  we  were  hit  by  an  artillery  round.  This  round  Icnocked  out 
Johnson,  therefore  making  it  necessary  for  me  to  administer  artificial  respiration 
to  him. 


Then  CPT  h'illoiighby  managed  to  break  out  an',  v.-s  rctri-ved  by  the  driven'T^y 
Qo^'  (LIDB),  By  then  Asliloy  v.'as  dead,  we  could  not  got  any  other  reinforcements. 

Our  aircraft  then  had  ten  minutes  flying  time  left  and  no  exact  news  of  choppers. 

The  Laotians  had  moved  to  the  front  of  the  camp  and  vrcrc  going  to  leave  us  there. 

Our  air  support  tried  to  discourage  xhom.  At  about  I63O  hours  chopoars  come 
accompanied  by  a  jet.  We  extracted  six  wounded  hSASF  on  the  first  aircraft,  the  rest 
on  the  second. 


/s/  Richard  H,  Allen 
/t/  RICHAPD  II,  ALIEN 
SGT,  RA  19  (576  7UI1 


SPU  JCEL  JOHNS  gj 

At  aporcr-fimatcly  1730  on  6  February,  I  v/as  at  the  new  camp  with  SGT  Allen  when 
we  started  dravrxig  artillerv  fire  froia  Co  Roc,  It  stopped  and  \ie  vient  back  to  the 
old  camp  with  the  Laotians.  At  2)'00  hours  6  February  the  navj  camp  started  taking 
artillery  rounds.  They  took  between  UO-JO  rounds  Jn  all.  At  0030  hours  7  Februaiy' 
the  tanks  wore  sighted  by  SGT  Charles  Lindoi/ald  with  many  ground  troops  behind  then, 
CPT  Willoughby  called  ^intrigue"  and  told  then  wo  wore  gettiiig  hit  with  tanks.  About 
an  hour  and  a  half  later,  pianos  arrived  iiith.out  rococo ts ;  he  aj.so  called  the  Rapines 
at  Kho  Sanh  for  artillciy  sup;'/Crt,  At  the  old  caap  v;e  received  only  sporadic  small 
ams  fire.  During  this  time  2  tanks  had  maneuvered  into  the  drop  sone  bolow  our 
camp,  'Hien  I  spotted  them,  I  asked  SGT  Ashley  to  give  me  50  men  and  a  3.5,  nnd  I 
would  knock  those  xan):s  out.  He  said,  "okay,  as’x  the  Laotian  ccamiander" ,  VJhen  I 
asked  him  he  said,  "too  many  IiVA^  cannot  do  anything  till  morning",  Ileanwhile, 
unimpeded,  tVio  tanks  pounded  the  front  of  the  camp. 

Spooky  was  also  sent  out  ’>7ith  only  a  few  flai’cs,  ''non  the  jels  finally  arrivedp 
the  first  bernb  they  dropped  was  on  oui-  old  camp.,  Lhoy  adjusted  from  there.  At  0U20 
hour.s  wo  lost  radio  contact  with  the  new  caiup.  From,  our  camp  we  directed  the  air 
strUces  on  the  now  camp.  At  first  light  wc  went  to  the  Laotian  commander  and  asked 
for  men  to  go  to  the  now  camp.  Ho  said  "okay",  but  it  took  one  hour  to  get  those 
peop3,e  mcfving,  As  we  left  the  gate,  we  ran  into  some  CIDG  ajid  MSF  that  E  &  B'd  from 
the  new  camp.  Wq  took  them  tvlth  our  element,  I  was  with  both  Ashley  and  Alien  when 
we  reached  the  front  gate  of  the  new  camp,  'Je  spread  the  men  out  and  ivent  up  the 
'nill.  There  were  dead  NVA  with  weapons  and  equipment  all  along  the  hill.  There 
were  many  satchel  charges  laying  on  bunlters  and  all  over  the  ground,  Vihon  we 
reached  the  top,' we  saw  sane  men  waving  xo  us  frcir.  two  bunkers,  I  told  then  to  raice 
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tho:‘,.r  hands  and  r^oine  ont  hut  thev  1u.at  kept  waving'  us  forr-.'ard.  I  told  ovoryona  to 
t,-t  do'-m  then  they  started  ririnE^r,.  Vno  Laotians  left  me  pinned  dotm  up  tV.ore  by  two 
machincguns  and  some  small  anas,  Ihcn  a  mor'^r  round  v>ent  off  next  to  me  and  blew 
me  behind  some  covoi’,  T  called  Allen  on  the  other  flank  also  by  Jiinioolf  to  pull 
b'.  'fe  did  so.  3GT  Ashley  called  in  air.  ’••c  assaulted  the  hill  twice  mere  but 
the  people  wouldn't  move  or  '  ten  flank  the  b\uikers,  %  pulled  back  again  to  the 
gate  and  called  in  air-  Then  from  oo’t  of  the  bush  came  S.SG  Tiroch  and  SFC  Craig, 

Lc  assaulted-  ence  wort  with  Allen  u  'fin-och  on  one  flank  and  ti'aig  and  ni’solf  on 
t-  -  other,  the  people  '.rs)  vrould'"'t  fire.  Wo  mot  TJith  the  ssiee  result  again 

I  .;n  Me  reat.lied  the  bunkers  with  the  me.  linc.gur.s  in  thua.  This  time  we  got  the 
^■'.oplc  to  ratUTi.  fi  -'^  SGT  Ashley  call  :d  back  :  the  old  cjr,p  for  a  5?  recoilless 
r-'-ile,  I  oho..wd  t)o  pjnner  where  the  -.wo  bunioors  woro^  but  when  he  fired  it  was 
high  and  .nlsEcd  the  odiolo  camp,  1  then  took  uc  ^  had  a  man  load  for  me  aiod  put 

thx'oo  :  .  in  each  Lcnkcr-  Uio  meun  ■.:as  soon  runniiig,  but  SSG  Tiroch  shot  him. 

dven  With  no  more  firing  Gnn:Lng  j‘'oir.  those  b’jnkorsj  the  pe  ple  vjould  not  advance. 

So  wo  pulled  Vjnclc  and  called  in  ;r,oro  air-  Then  down  the  road  came  LTC  Schungel 

w-  fii  another  man.  The  Colonel  wv.s  vv  -  ndod  in  tl'c  right  log,  vSFC  Craig  took  the 

colonel  back  to  the  old  camp.  As  --.o  .or 'r ted  hack  up  the  hill  again  Tiroch  sav;  LT 

Ouy  and  sumc  ClDG  coming  us  Ho  uho.i  dirccuod  them  back  to  the  ,,amp, 

'■fc  assr.'ultod  once  uo'^o .  Tiroch,  Alien  and  Ashloy  wore  on  one  side,  I  was  on 
the  other.  This  time  we  mauc  it  past  the  Lu-ilrers  and  I  tied  in  vdth  Tircch's 
-ilcmont,  Onco  more  wo  sta.  tea  receiving  fire  from  our  front  and  our  troops  ran, 

I  took  off  aftci  them  leaving  Ashley,  Tiroch,  Allen  and  seme  CIDG,  I  finally 
got  some  men  to  stop  running  and  w-;  trice  to  flank  frem  the  other  side-  Then  some¬ 
one  told  mo  an  American  vans  hit,  so  I  ran  to  the  other  side  and  sav;  Allen  dragging 
SGT  Ashley,  I  helped  him  all  I  could,  but  we  needed  more  men,  So  he  went  and  got 
uhem,  Tiroch  and  I  covered  our  I'otrcat  when  we  got  Ashley  dcr.-jn  and  in  the  ,ieep,  I 
hrmediately  stai'ted  mouth- to-mouth  inspiration,  1  -was  still  doing  it  -when  a  105mm. 
round  knocked  me  out, 


/s/  Ooel  dchnaoii 

/t/  jGiL  j  OK'S  a; 

S?h,  -A  ll  952  5l6 


SPh  FR/cNiail'?  Hr  DOQtS 

When  the  attack  si'rted  1  wa.s  in  the  li,’2  bunker-  Artillery  started  ccirang  in 
and  LT  V/ilj-.ins  and  myself  '.^ere  told  to  shoot  alimcinaticn,  I  was  setting  time  on 
allum  whid.6  LT  Wilkins  fii-ed  them,  A  few  minutes  later  someone  said  there  were  tanks 
in  the  wi.re.  Soon  after  that  SFC  Craig  ar.d  3PU  Phillips  came  ro  ray  bunker  and  were 
bleeding  from  the  head  wounds,  SSG  Tiroch  came  to  the  bunker  and  suggested  we  fire 
some  H.E-  just  outside  the  wire  to  detain  any  ground  troops  that  might  be  with  the 
tanks,  SGT  Fragos  came  to  me  asking  for  G'fis  and  I  gave  him  seven. 

Next  I  saw  a  tank  stop  at  my  generators  and  fire.  At  that  time  I  saw  a  tank 
caning  up  by  the  Mess  Hall.  LT  Wilkins  fired  a  LAW  at  it.  But  it  didn't  stop 
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coming.  It  passed  us  and  went  into  103  company.  I  saw  it  blow  bunkers  with  men  in 
them. 

Next  SoG  Brooks  and  SSG  Tiroch  came  with  a.ijO  cal,  machinegun  and  placed  fire 
on  the  tank.  At  that  time  VT  started  coming  jn  and  I  left  my  bunker  for  the  TX. 

I’Jhen  I  got  to  the  TX  there  was  a  tank  sitting  outside.  Shortly  after  I 
wluwrvd  "tiiO  TX  thi3  door  was  blowii  down  ailu  we  woi'O  trapued,  Tiie  oiieiiiy  started 
throTTing  hand  grenades  down  at  us.  Later  they  threw  down  gas  and  incendiarir  grenades, 
I  had  no  gas  mask  so  used  my  first  aid  packet  over  my  nose  and  mouth.  At  that  time 
all  the  LLDB  wont  out  to  give  up.  That  left  eight  Americans.  Someone  speaking 
English  asked  if  anyone  was  down  there  and  if  we  had  weapons  and  ammo,  '•'^e  answered 
yes  and  more  grrjnades  or>me  down. 

By  this  time  wo  had  m;my  wounded,  I  gave  CPT  Willoughby  some  morphine  and  tied 
a  first  aid  packet  around  SSG  Brook's  head.  Then  we  pla^/cd  dead  and  hoped  for  help 
in  the  morning.  Just  before  daylight  another  charge  vrent  of  and  blow  the  side  of  the 
TX. 


After  daylight  the  reaction  force  came  up  on  the  radio  and  said  they  were  trying 
to  get  to  us.  They  tried  all  morning  but  had  to  vrithdravr  each  time  because  of  heavy 
enemy  fire.  Arour.d  1500  hours  on  the  7th,  we  knew  no  help  could  get  to  us  so  CPT 
UilloLighby  called  in  air  support,  and  we  made  a  run  for  it, 

A  jeep  met  us  at  the  camp  gate  and  took  us  to  the  old  camp.  Later  that  after¬ 
noon  we  were  picked  up  by  choppers  and  taken  to  Khe  Sanh  Combat  Base.  From  there  we 
were  taken  by  C-130  to  Co  C,  Danang, 


/s/  Franklin  K,  Dooms 
/t/  FRAHKLDJ  II.  DOaiS 
SPl;,  RA  13  811  37U 
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DATE 

I, ,  2  Jans 

c,  6  Jans 

3-  7  Jan; 

8  Jan: 
5.  9  Jan: 
■‘i-  11  Jan: 

7,  12  Jans 

8. ;  12  Jans 

9v  12  Jans 
10 f  13  Jant 

II,  13  Jan; 
12,  13  Jan; 
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CHRONOLOGICAL  LISTHTO  OF  ENEKI  ACTIVITY 
AM)  Ca-ITACTS  FRQI  01  JAITOARY  TO  06  FEBRUARY  1968 


ENEMY  ACTIVITY  OR  CONTACT  PEPORIEL  (Evaluation  givon  agent  reports  is 
shoim  in  parenthesis^ 

Agent  reported  one  unidentified  VC  Battalion^;  strength  ?00  vicinity 
coordinates  XD  7822U5,  First  recent  report  of  battalion  size  activity  . 
at  this  location,  (C-6) 

Agent  reported  two  f led  VC  Comnanies,  strength  hOO  vicinity 

Xi>  9581i27,  His  sion:  To  spread  propaganda  and  make  apooals  for 
assistance,  (C~6) 

Agent  reported  one  \midentified  VC  Company,  strength  80,  crossed  Sepone 
River,  vicinity  XL  773310  to  XD  793313,  C^-o)  Area  contains  kno™ 

crossing  points  for  infiltration  routes. 

Agent  reported  one  unidentified  VC  company,  strength  100,  vicinity  XD 
8It9337. 

Agent  reported  one  unidentified  VC  Battalion  (Hontagnsixi')',-  strength 
300,  moved  fr<-/m  XD  61.3373  to  vicinity  XD  6l3Ul7.  (F~6) 

Agent  reported  one  luiidentified  squad  rAovo  from  XD  7i335U  to  vicinitj'- 
XL'i  7'i0360.  Missions  Patrol  So  Pone  river  area, 

Opei’ation  nade  contact  witli  an  estimated  l^'JA  Company  at  XD  7303li3 

Agent  renerted  tvo  IH  A  Companlesmiovod  frem  ID  709I.163  to  iTicinlty  XD 

731^73. 

Night  air.Dush  patrol  ainbushed  estlnated  VC  platoon  vicinity  XD  7803U3« 
Enemy  broke  contact  and  patrol  relocated  to  vicinity  XD  783330. 

Same  patrol  anbushed  estimated  company  plus  VC  force  vicinity  XD  78335Cc 
Enemy  force  pursued  patrol  to  vjithin  300  meters  of  camp  after  contact 
was  broken. 

Agent  reported  one  unidentified  unit,  strength  200,  vicinity  XD  68U362. 
(C-3)  Xiio  in  t  neiiiy  jjifiltratioa  rouLo, 

Agent  roorted  one  unidentified  unit,  strength  I63,  vicinity  XD  770268, 

;c..3) 


13,  lU  Jans  Agent  'eoorted  one  unidentified  iWA  Regiiient  moved  from  XD  78l2li3  to 

vicinc  :y  83326?,  79  2269  and  760267.  Aproximataly  300  men  of  th-ir  unit 
in  ca.oullag-  uniform  while  remainder  v/ore  khakis  (C-3), 

lU,  17  Jans  Vill.gers  in  Lang  Vei  (XD  793360)  and  I.ang  Bu  (>33  819383)  were  buil.dlng 
bunkjrs,  presumably  for  self  protection. 


Xaol  6  to  iih.  S:  JA,  CELL  for  .jusrtor  Ending  April  2$6Q 
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l5»  19  'Jam  Agent  reported  one  unidentified  NVA  unit,  strength  500,  mcn^d  Into 

XD  667375.  (C-3) 


16.  3.9  Js&i 

17.  21  Jan* 

18.  21  Jan* 

15.  21  Jan* 


Operation  P-10  observed  uniaiown  enemy  unit  of  30,-3tvC  crossing  the  So 
Pone  river  vicinity  7783ii8, 

Operation  ambushed  an  estimated  MVA  company  at  XD  761*3U5. 

A  road  cloatring  party  was  ambushed  by  an  estimated  VC!  platoon  at 
XD  812367. 

A  3  man  MSF  LP  was  probod  by  an  estimated  VC  platoon. 


20,  22  Jan*  Operation  reported  large  number  of  unidentified  VC  moving  oast  on 

liighway  9  vicinity  XD  7^2362, 

21,  23  Jan*  Interrogation  conducted  by  Marines*  Source  stated  that  if  first  attack 

on  Xho  Sanh  fails,  they  T-ri.ll  pull  back  to  Laoo  until  after  TET,  They 
will  again  attack  Xho  Sanh  with  artillery,  tanks  and  twice  as  many 
troop.s.  Source  had  not  seen  tanka,  only  heard  that  Ruosian  and  Chinoca 
models  were  on  the  way  dcnm  from  the  North.  Stated  big  attack  would  be 
3  February, 

22,  2k  Jon:  Air  Force  FAC  observed  five  tarJes  vicinity  coordinates  XD  65337^,  One 

t-dnk  reported  destroyed  by  airstilce,  other  tanks  moved  west  along  route 
9. 


23,  2ii  Jan*  33rd  Royal  Laotian  DattALion  attacked  by  NVA  untiliaing  tanks  in  Laos, 
Survivors  and  refugees  retreated  in  South  Vietnam  and  arrived  at  Lang 
Vei  on  evening  o.f  2k  January,  INA  unit  v;as  indentifisd  by  Laotians  as 
the  30Uth  NVA  DIV  .and  also  as  th-j  325th  IIVA  Division. 

2ti,,  25  Jan*  Camp  Lang  Vei  received  artillery  fire  from  vicinity  XD  7‘t3320  to 

7753214  to  733337  to  7U6219. 


25.  25  Jan* 


Five  man  CILG  ambush  force  ambushed  an  estimated  VC  company  vicinity 
XD  78143149. 


26,  30  Jsn*  Hoi  chanh  received  by  Canp  Lang  Vei.  Preliminary  finterrogation  by 

USmC  revealed  I  unit  5rd  plat,  6th  Company,  Cth  Battalion,  66th 
Regjjvient  30lith  Div  departed  WH  on  10  Sep  6?,  7th  Battalion  (strengtVi 
near  200)  involved  in  21  Jaji  Jan  attaclc  on  Khe  Sanh  District  and  is 
located  vicinity  XD  81436,  8th  Bn  (strength  approx  200)  near  XD  8333, 

The  Battalions  XO  and  one  sapper  squad  from  Regiment  HQ  conducted  a 
recon  of  the  Lang  Vei  SF  camp  on  night  of  28  Jan,  Mission*  to 
pinpoint  hoa’/y  and  automatic  weapons.  Hoi  Chanh  stated  that  his 
company  had  been  alerted  to  attack  Car.ip  Lang  Vei  twr.ce,  but  each  time 
the  attack  was  called  off.  Stated  that  the  307th  aj.d  330th  Div  had 
also  departed  NVl'f  for  Quang'  Tri  Province.  The  325th  Div  had  the  mission 
of  talcing  the  IQie  Sanh  Combat  Base,  Khe  Sanh  and  the  Lang  Vei  SF  camps. 
Subject  stated  that  during  movement  south,  he  had  heard  many  tracked 
vehicles. 


27,  31  Jan*  A  17  man  Laotian  Hecon  element  was  ambusi.ed  by  estimated  two  NVA 
companies  at  XD  815370,  21 
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28,  jl.  Jan:  A  three  platoon  reaction  force  frm  camp  consisting  of  iiSF,  GSi'', 

8  U3ASF  and  3  VNSF  made  contact  vicinity  XD  813372  with  an  estimated 
enemy  platmon  which  took  casualties,  Enemy  was  reinforced  by 
estimated  three  NVA  companies. 


29.  1  Feb: 

30.  2  Feb: 

31...  2  Feb: 

32.  2  Feb: 

33.  2  Feb: 

3li.  li  Feb: 

32.  6  Feb: 

36.  6  Feb: 


Agent  reported  50  to  60  NVA  seen  leaving  ambush  site  at  XD  813372, 

A  CID3  who  escaped  from  NVA  reported  enemv  troops  located  at  XB  8U2370, 
8140363,  8U)4355,  6063143,  802337,  795366,  798336,  78531U,  7U5283,  78142914, 
78I43O2,  755312,  (F-3)  Airstrikes  requested  by  camp  on  these  locations. 

Camp  received  8  rounds  82inm  mortar  from  XD  803326  and  787333.  Counter 
mortar  fire  conducted. 

Two  platoons  of  MSP  and  C3F  ambushed  by  an  estlmat  J  platoon  of  IWA 
at  XD  79337I4, 

I'ISF  made  chance  contact  with  WA  squad  in  ambush  position  at  XD  777356, 

One  squad  of  VC  ambushed  a  MS?  platoon  vicinity  XD  7793143  ^-sith  hcmemade 
(claymore  type)  mines. 

Camp  Lang  Vei  at  1115  hours  received  three  mortar  '  rounds  inside 
perimeter.  Fired  IO6  RR  and  14,2  mortar  at  enemy  mortar  positions. 

At  approximately  I8I45  hours  Camp  Lang  Vei  came  under  a'ttlick  bj*’  cc. 
estiiaatsd  liO'  *-"■  60  rounds ,  of  artillery  fire . 
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GENERAL  Ni'iRRATIVE  CF  F.VEIJTS 
21*  January'  *’  5  February  IJoS 

On  2)4  Jp'.niBry  l?66j  the  33d  Roya.l  LaotiO-n  Eattalion  'was  overrun  in  Laos  by  l-VA 
forces  utilizing  tanks,  ’r}io  Laotians j,  ^20  soloiors  and  2200  dependants^  with¬ 
drew  across  the  border  to  Lang  Voi,  The  dependents  were  moved  into  Lmv;  Vei 
village  and  the  Laotian  Battalion  was  loc.ated  on  the  site  of  old  Ceanp  Lang 
Voi  until  arrangomonts  ccnild  bo  comnletod  for  their  air  evacuation  back  to  Laos, 
Apparontly  the  Laotians  had  no  real  kucrwlcd,"o  as  to  t'.-e  Idcntit^^  of  the  cnomy 
force  which  attacked  thorn,  for  both  the  3Giith  '.VA  Division  and  the  325th  lALi. 
Division  were  reported  by  the  Laotians  as  the  unit  'which  attacked  them.  ‘The 
Laotian  soldiers  and  dependents  wore  furnishod  rice,  powdered  lidllc,  and  PIR's 
to  supplciiient  the  rice.  All  2700  of  t>iai.i  wore  innoculatod  against  cholera  by 
UDjiSF  advi.sojy,’'  personnel,  .initioii,  barrier  luatorials,  and  tools  were 
furnished  the  Laotian  battalion  in  order  that  they  could  refortify  the  defenses 
of  the  old  cai4i5. 

One  hundred  additional  K-72  lAW’s  and  additional  lOGiim  HR  aairiiunition  wore  delivered 
to  Camp  Lang  Voi  to  strengthen  the  cairp's  defences  ay.ainst  an  attack  by  armored 
vehicles.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  ho  knev;  that  t!io  enemy  hod  an  annor  capa¬ 
bility,  Captain  WilJ.oughby  stated  that  the  camp  did  not  expect  an  attack  in 
which  tanlcs  would  physically  penetrate  the  camp  defenses.  lie  'eclieved  tliat  any 
attack  on  the  Special  Forces  carnp  v/ould  consist  of  groiurd  f.)rcos  attempting 
to  ponotrato  the  camp  defenses  v;ith  ^iro  support  bcin,;;  furnished  by  the  tanics 
from  outside  the  jwrimeter  vriro.  V'illoughby  suspected  that  the  taril-cs  wore 
intended  for  an  attack  against  the  Eio  Sanh  combat  base. 

Instruction  on  the  M-72  lAW  vras  presented  to  the  Caicp  Strike  Force  and  Mobile 
Strike  Force  personnel  and  limited  faTiliarization  firing  was  conducted. 

Captain  Willoughby  estimated  that  75  “  85  LU-J's  wore  on  hand  after  the  training 
program  an:<  fajiiliarization  firing  was  completed.  Because  the  Laotian  Battalion 
Coiranander,  a  Colonel,  desired  someone  of  more  equal  rank  at  Lang  Vei,  LTC 
Schungel  adopted  tlio  policy  of  keeping  one  field  grade  officer  on  site, 

6-7  February  1968 

On  6  February  at  a  ■'proximate  ly  IO30  hours,  camp  Lang  Vei  came  under  mortar 
attack.  Throe  rounds  leindcd  I'dthin  the  perimeter  and  wounded  eight  Camp  Strike 
Force  persoimclc  LTC  Schangcl  arrived  at  Lang  Vei  that  afternoon  and  replaced 
LTC  Koadlcy  (XO,  Co  C)  as  the  field  .grade  officer  on  site.  At  approximateXv 
1800  hours  the  canp  again  came  under  attack;  I4O  -  50  rounds  of  estimated 
l52:iim  artillry  were  received  in  the  southern  iserimotor  wire  generally'  in  the 
lOl;  company  area.  Two  soldiers  were  wounded  and  two  bunkers  v'oro  damaged* 

Special  nandl'ir.g  Hcquir  d 

TiOT  RSIEAS;i3LE  TO  FiiRF.IGH  WATIOiiALS 

By  Authority  of  CO,  5th  3FGA.  Date  22  War  68 
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During  both  the  morning  and  the  evening  attacks,  the  camp  placed  counterfire 
on  the  suspected  enemy  gun  locations  utilizing  the  two  A. 2"  mortars  and  the 
two  106  ram  Recoilless  Rifles.  All  firing  ceased  at  approximately  1900 
hours.  At  approximately  1930  hours,  troops  within  the  104  Campany  area 
reported  hearing  noises,  similar  to  engines  running,  caning  from  the  vicinity 
of  I.arig  Troai  (XD780344)  south  of  the  camp.  The  Mobile  Strike  Force  OP  to 
the  west  (XD778531)  reported  hearing  noises.  At  approximately  2100  hours, 
three  trip  flares  were  triggered  in  the  MSI’  OP  area.  The  MSF  soldiers 
manning  the  OF  commenced  firing  and  soon  the  CIDO  in  the  base  camp  were 
firing  also.  Order  was  restored  and  the  firing  ceased.  At  approximately 
2240  hours,  a  trip  flare  went  off  in  the  outer  perimeter  wire  south  of 
104  Company  on  the  road  leading  to  Lang  Troai.  Again,  most  of  the  camp 
opened  fire;  however,  within  a  few  minutes  the  firing  ceased.  At  2249  hours 
SSG  Brooks,  from  the  supply  bunker  located  on  the  south  side,  reported 
movement  on  the  road.  Two  81mm  mortar  illumination  rounds  were  fired  and  two 
tanks  V7ere  observed  in  the  wire.  About  one  platoon  of  enemy  troops  was  also 
seen  in  the  104  Company  area  outer  v/ire.  104  Company  immediately  opened 
fire.  At  approximately  the  same  time,  the  OP  to  the  west  came  under  attack 
by  60nim  and  S2mm  mortar  fire  v^hich  was  followed  by  a  ground  attack  consisting 
of  tanks  and  possibly  as  much  as  one  company  of  infantry.  Requests  for  FAC 
and  air  support  wore  immediately  made  to  both  the  Marines  at  Khe  Sanh  and 
Company  C  in  Danang.  CPI'  Willoughby  requested  the  Marines  to  fire  preplanned 
Special  Forces  concentrations  near  the  tanks  and  around  the  OP.  The  first 
mission  was  received  after  about  17  -  20  minutes  and  was  completely  off  the 
preplanned  target  area,  CPT  Willoughby  did  not  know  that  the  Khe  Sanh  combat 
base  was  receiving  artillery  fire  at  the  same  time  camp  Lang  Vei  was  being 
attacked.  The  tanks  had  turned  their  lights  on  and  were  sweeping  the  area; 
however,  small  arms  fire  from  the  camp  extinguished  the  lights.  The  tanks 
fired  both  their  main  armament  and  machine  guns  at  the  bunkers.  By  this 
time  the  106mra  RR  on  the  south  side  was  manned  by  SFC  Holt  who  was  later 
assisted  by  SFC  Craig  and  SGT  Tiroch.  Holt  knocked  out  both  of  the  tanks 
that  were  in  the  southern  perimeter  wire. 

At  least  three  other  tanks  appeared  on  the  road  from  Lang  Troai  and  drove 
around  the  two  disabled  tanks  toward  104  Company.  The  troops  in  104  Coitpany 
area  were  still  engaged  in  fire  with  the  enemy  forces  in  their  wire  as  the 
tanks  rolled  closer  and  penetrated  the  104  Company  defenses.  Tank  killer 
teams  (LTO  Schungel,  LT  Wilkins,  LT  Longgrear,  LT  Quy,  SFC  Brande,  SGT  Fragos, 
SGT  Early,  and  SP5  HcMurray)  were  fighting  the  tanks  v/ith  M-72  LAW's.  One  of 
the  tanks  was  immobilized  and  the  three  crewmen  that  crawled  out  were  killed 
with  grejiades  and  small  arms  fire.  The  57ram  RR  manned  by  an  indigenous  crew 
also  fired  at  the  tanks,  USASE'  and  indigenous  personnel  were  observed  climbing 
on  tanks  and  attempting  to  throw  grenades  into  the  buttoned  up  tank  moving  west 
on  highway  9  adjacent  to  the  team  hours.  Armed  with  M72  LAW's  LT  Wilkins 
engaged  a  tank  which  was  moving  west  on  highway,  9.  He  scored  one 
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diroct  hit  on  the  front  ond  of  tho  tank.  Another  L/iW  misfired.  Tlic  tank 
moved  west  on  the  road  closer  to  the  dispensary.  Wilkins  fired  a  third  UiW 
and  hit  the  tanJ:  in  tlie  left  tread  idth  no  noticeable  effect. 

The  jyjSF  OP  had  reported  to  the  TOC  that  they  vforc  surrounded  by  I'TVn  troops 
and  were  still  under  attack.  Possibly  four  tanks  followed  by  tvjo  platoons 
of  I, round  troops  v.'ore  rnoinn.;  west  on  hie'hwqy  y  toward  t!ic  camp.  102  and 
10„  Company  ai.’eas  were  assaulted  by  the  hVif  /round  forces,  vjho  then  withdrew. 
The  infantry  forces  were  predouinantly  ai-mod  witli  AK-h?  assault  rifles. 

Tanlcs  then  apparentJ^  penetrated  the  two  couipany  areas  followed  by  tho 
irjf  antrj'-. 

Wittiin  approxir, lately  ii5  r.dnutes  after  lOU  Company  area  v/os  penetrated,  the 
enemy  tanks  had  driven  tho  suin/ivors  cut  into  CRP  1  and  CIP  3  areas.  Tre 
onciny  troops  that  were,  .folloi.-in^;  the  tanks  assumed  firinij  positions  in  lOU 
Company,’'  area.  Fiphtiny  was  still  rat^iny  in  101,  102  end  103  Company  ai-oas, 

Tho  inner  ;x/rimoter  was  roceiviny  small  arms  fire  but  had  not  yet  been 
penetrated  by  tanks. 

USA3F  personnel  at  old  Cami)  Lang  Vei  were  firin;;  81  J-E  ai'id  illumination  in 
support.  As  of  yet,  they  had  not  received  any  irtortar  or  small  arms  fire. 
Specialist  Jolmscn  spotted  tvjo  tanlcs  on  the  supply  drop  zone  V7hich  was 
loca-bod  between  old  oiuap  L,'aig'Vai  and  the  cnap  under  attack  (vicinity  Xli791358i 

When  Company  C  made  t]ieir  initial  request  to  III  MAF  COC  for  air  support, 
they  were  informed  that  "Gp->oky",  FAC,  and  TAC  ATH  vjore  already  on  station 
over  the  I'Zhe  Sanh  combat  base.  Personnel  at  Camp  Lang  Vei  wore  unable  to 
establish  radio  contact  iclth  them.  At  0055  hours  a  FAC  finally  established 
radio  contact  with  Camp  Lang  Vei.  He  informed  CPT  Willoughby  that  fighter 
aircraft  wore  on  tho  way.  "Spookj’’"  was  on  station  by  0101  hours.  C?r 
Willougiiby  had  monitored  a  conversation  between  the  FAC  arid  "Gpooky". 

Initially  "Spooky"  w^as  so  high  and  far  a.-ay  from  the  camp  (probably  over 
IGio  Sanh  combat  base)  that  the  FAC  could  not  locate  him.  "Spooky"  var, 
concerned  aoout  tho  effect  of  tank  fire  on  his  curcr<ift  and  said  something  to 
the  effect  that  ho  could  not  do  anything  to  the  tani/s,  but  they  could  sure 
work  on  hin.  CPT  Willoughby  requested  fire  on  the  south  edge  of  tho  perimeter, 
"Spoolcy"  never  delivered  the  fire. 

Fighter  aircraft  were  orbiting  on  station  sliortly  afloi-  0100  hours.  At  OI36 
hours  a  bomb  was  accidentally  dro  'ped  on  the  old  carup  site  v/hcre  SFC  Ashley, 

SGT  Allen,  and  SFli  Johnson  were  located  with  tho  Laotiair  battalion,  'Ihere 
were  no  casualties,  Airstrikes  were  delivered  along  the  ravine  on  the 
north  side  of  camp  Lang  Vei.,  on  the  road  to  Latig  Troai  south  of  the  camp 
and  to  the  west  of  the  hiSF  OP.  L!>’'  this  time  (0200,haur5),  both  of  the  ICSmm 
ER  had  boon  knocked  out  by  the  enemy  tanks  -  but  not  before  SFC  Holt 
managed  to  knock  out  his  third  cneny  tanir,  one  that  had  penetrated  lOU  Coirpary 
area.  When  ho  fired  the  last  lOSmm  HEAT  round  located  at  his  position. 
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SFC  Hoi'll  loft  the  106iTim  RR,  Aliaost  iiTEnodiatoly  ciTtonvards,  a  blast  from 
an  onoimy  tank  dostroyod  tho  recoilless  rif3  and  the  hachivo  rounds  co- 
loca'tcd  with  the  weapon.  It  is  believed  tnat  Holt  had  px'oviouslj-'  fired  • 
two  or  three  beehive  rounds  at  tho  enemy  ground  forces. 


Marino  artillery  fire  was  directed  on  lOii  Company  area  and  adjusted  on 
target  by  "walliing"  it  in  from  the  south.  lOSmj'i  illumination  support  was 
also  reooived  from  t’ne  iisrinos  -until  "Spooky”  ru'id  a  flareship  assui.ijd  this 
role. 


A  largo  concontration  of  cneray  ( epproxinato ly  one  coFipany)  atteiijitod  to 
■penetrate  ti:c  northern  wire  opposite  101  Conrpany  area.  A  request  for 
preplanned  fires  into  tho  area  was  made  t--  tho  Maririos.  The  T.dssion  iriitially 
lajadod  on  top  of  the  camp. but  -cas.  adjusted  on  tarpo:;.  The  ..•'.rtillery  and  effeeijive 
sniall  arms  fire  from  101  Company  stoppjod  'the  assault.  Howeve:!^  enoFy  sappers 
and  tanks  liad  penetrated  101  Cot'ipany  area  frtni  lOii  Company  area  and  forced 
101  Compaiiy  to  pull  back  into  CR?  2  and  CR?  3  areas.  The  ontii’o  eastern 
end  of  the  "dogbona"  oha'ped  canp  i-fas  lost.  Shortly  afterwards^  the  tarJes 
and  HVA  forces  in  102  and  103  Company  areas  took  t'ne  western  end  of  the 
"dogbonc".  Communications  wore  list  'with  both  ci'^ipanios.  Ap.parently  the 
CIDG  wore  not  able  to  withdraw  into  the  inner  perimeter,  Survr/ors  stated 
that  they  i.ioved  out  of  the  camp  north  of  102  Company  area  and  then  oast  - 
SODB  to  the  old  camp  si-te  and  some  to  ICio  Saoh.  Artillery  was  then  called 
in  on  both  ends  of  the  caap*  Both  the  eastern  and  i-rostorn  ends  of  tho  camp 
had  now  been  overrunj  and  tanks  wore  apiiroachlng  tho  inner  jTcriF’etcr  from 
both  directions. 


At  approxiraateii’'  0230  hours,  comnuni cations  with  tho  MST'  OP  w’cro  l''jst,  SFC 

iiE.' -wuld  hnd-bcen  scriously'v/O'undGd  by  autona'tic  weapons  fire  in  the'' chest 
or  abdomen.  Survivors  from  tho  OP  ..scapod  t-.  the  S'-7uth  and  last  sow  SFC 
Hanna,  who  was  also  wounded,  administering  first  aid  to  Lindcv-ald  on  top 
of  tho  or  as  it  vjas  about  to  be  ■.■'Vennin,  SFC  Craig,  SFC  Burke,  S.SG  Thompson, 
5SG  Tiroch  and  SF^  Phillip.s  were acoupying  a  position  on  the  v/estem  side  of  the 
team  house,  '  It  was  epiir-snimntely  0243  hours  when  a -tankolled  from- 103  Company 
area  past  supply  bunlcef  //I  and  appeared  to  be  headed  toward  tho  L.2”  mortar 
pit.  Along  VTith  approximately  hC  -  50  CIDG  j-jors  uinel,  this  group  attempted 
to  escape  and  evade  through  the  northern  poriiaoter  wire.  Machine  gun  fire 
from  the  eastern  end  of  tho  cor:ip  prevented  Craig  and  Tiroch  frori  getting 
tiu'ough  tho  wire.  EventuaU.y  the  two  A-sericans  succeeded  in  getting  throu,;^. 

xi._  -.j _  mi _ _  j  _ _ T,.  T  nr\  -r,  -.-p  4-v,--,  ^ 

biiili  ili'/VlJLi  <  LfU  i.l'.fi,  Vll  '  >J.  ri  MM  >,0 

clump  of  bailee .  After  being  woujided  by  CbU  fragments,  the  two  m:)vod 
rn'  ihor  100  -  200  meters  into  a  dry  creckbed  and  rei.i.Tined  there  the  rest 
of  the  night,  ^ 

A  tonic  fro'm  I.Olj  Com'iony  area  penetrated  the  inner  'iXirimetcr  wire  rriar  tho 
81mm  mortar  pit  (  'baut  30  noters  froi.i  the  tactical  e^xjrations  center 
bunker,  TOC),  The  t-^nk.  destroyed  the  m'.rtar  position  v;ith  its  main  armomont. 
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LTC  Schungel,  LT  Wilkins,  LT  Quy,  (VNSF  S3,  Det  C-1) ,  LT  Longgrear,  SSG 
Brooks,  SGT  Fragos,  and  SPA  Me  Murray  (Tank  killer  teams)  had  moved  back 
to  the  TOC  in  search  of  more  LAW's  and  were  behind  the  double  row  of  55 
gallon  drums  that  stood  in  front  of  the  TOC  east  entrance.  Enemy  ground 
forces  (sappers  and  infantry)  were  also  approaching  the  TOC  from  the 
direction  of  104  Company  area;  however  effective  small  arms  fire  frar.  LT 
()uy,  LT  Longgrear  and  SP5  Me  Murray  had  stopped  them.  Brooks,  Fragos, 
and  Longgrear  went  downstairs  into  the  TOC  for  more  LAW’s.  The  tank,  which 
was  buttoned  up,  rolled  past  the  81mm  mortar  position  that  it  had  just 
destroyed  and  stopped  approximately  15  meters  from  the  TOC  entrance.  A 
LAW  was  fired  at  the  tank  but  it  had  no  effect.  It  fired  its  main  arma¬ 
ment  straight  at  the  TOC  entrance.  SPA  Me  Murray  was  blinded  and  had 
both  hands  mangled  by  the  blast.  LT  Wilkins  was  crushed  by  the  heavy 
barrels  which  were  filled  with  large  rocks  and  dirt.  LTC  Schungel  was 
knocked  flat  and  temporarily  dazed  but  suffered  only  minor  cuts  and  a 
fragmentation  wound  in  the  hip.  LT  Longgrear  knew  that  LTC  Schungel  had 
been  standing  directly  in  front  of  the  tank's  direction  of  fire  and  reported 
to  CPT  Willoughby  that  he  had  been  killed  by  the  blast.  The  tank  remained 
at  the  east  end  of  the  TOC  for  approximately  15  minutes.  LTC  Schungel  had 
by  then  regained  his  senses  and  coordination.  He  then  pulled  Me  Murray  behind 
the  protection  offered  by  the  sandbags  at  the  TOC  entrance.  Wilkins  was 
conscious  by  this  time  and  could  walk,  although  not  very  well.  LT  Quy  was 
unhurt  and  suggested  that  they  find  a  place  in  which  to  hide.  LTC  Schungel 
agreed.  LT  Quy  loft  the  TOC,  but  another  tank  approaching  the  western  end 
of  the  TOC  prevented  Schungel  and  Wilkins  frat  following.  The  tank  fired 
its  main  gun  at  the  observation  tovjer.  The  blast  slightly  wounded  SPA 
Moreland  who  was  climbing  the  ladder  to  the  tower  exit.  SGT  Early,  v;ho  was 
already  in  the  tower,  suffered  shrapnel  wounds  on  the  head  and  shoulders. 
Trapped  in  the  TOC  with  both  exits  caved  in  were  the  following  USASF  person¬ 
nel:  CPT  Willoughby,  LT  Longgrear,  SSG  Brooks,  SSG  Phillips,  SGT  Early, 

SGT  Fragos,  SEA  Moreland  and  SPA  Dooms.  The  VNSF  camp  commander,  the  VNSF  SGM, 
the  104  Company  Commander,  one  interpreter,  and  one  CIBG  commo  man  were  also 
in  the  TOC  according  to  Willoughby.  The  time  was  approximately  0300  hours. 

LTC  Schungel  threw  two  grenades  under  the  tank  which  had  just  collapsed  the 
tower.  Almost  simultaneously  a  weapon  (probably  a  LAW)  struck  the  tank  in 
the  rear.  The  hatch  was  opened  but  nothing  came  out  except  flames.  LTC 
Schungel  and  LT  Wilkins  then  sought  refuge  in  the  team  house.  Shortly  after 
they  left  the  TOC,  personnel  inside  the  TOC  heard  Me  Murray  talking  outside 
of  the  TOC.  At  approximately  U33U  hours  a  party  of  five  NVA  armed  with 
AK-A7  assault  rifles  and  satchel  charges  approached  the  northern  door  of 
the  team  house,  LTC  Schungel  killed  all  five  with  his  M16  rifle.  A  satchel 
charge,  or  some  type  of  explosive,  hit  the  team  house  wounding  LTC  Schungel 
in  the  right  leg.  The  two  Americans  left  the  team  house  and  cautiously  made 
their  way  undetected  to  the  dispensary  about  0A0(  -  0430  hours.  They  hid 
themselves  under  the  northern  end  of  the  building  behind  a  wall  of  sandbags. 
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Two  tanlis  approached  just  south  of  the  dis.Tonsary  and  the  dispensary  was 
occupied  by  approximatoly  one  platoon  of  h^VA  soldiers  during  the  night,  LTC 
Schimgel  and  LT  Wilkins  quietly  remained  under  tho  dispensary  the  rest  of  tho 
night. 


lifter  LT  Lonpgrear  reported  to  CPT  Willoughby  that  LTC  Schungol  had  boon  killed, 
Willoughby  believed  that  the  personnel  in  the  TOC  wore  the  only  US  personnel 
still  alive  in  the  cariip.  At  approximate ly  0320  lacurs  tho  TOC  l.ost  all  coriinwni- 
cation  with  the  outside.  The  radios  were  still  in  good  condition;  however,  tlie 
priiiiary  ajid  secondary  antennae  had  all  boon  cut  by  tanics  or  enei;iy  explosives, 
I¥ior  to  this,  corimanicntions  had  been  outstanding,  j'lftor  the  eneny  attempted 
to  swing  in  satd^ol  charges  from  each  end  of  the  TOC,  the  loersonncl  inside 
remained  cloar  of  the  entrances.  Fragriientation  grenades,  incendiary  grenades, 
and  CN  or  CS  gas  grenades  were  thrown  into  the  TOC  by  the  i:VA.  Bi'cathing  was 
cxtremoly  difficult.  Some  utilized  gas  v.iasks.  Others  used  a  handkerchief  or 
first  aid  packet  or  merely  kept  their  head  close  to  tho  clearer  air  near  the 
floor.  The  ViEF  crr.ip  commander  and  all  the  other  Vietnaras9  personnel  in  the 
TOC  then  climbed  over  the  rubble  and  outside  tho  TOC  in  response  to  a  voice 
from  the  outside  which  said  in  Vietnamese,  "We  are  going  to  blovr  up  the  bunker, 
so  give  up,"  About  fifteen  minutes  later,  autoraatic  weapons  fire  was  heard 
outside  of  the  TOC.  Tne  employment  of  eatohel  charges  in  the  bunker  air  vents 
and'tosslns  of  grenades  continued.  At  approximately  0600  hours,  a  satchel 
charge  blew  in  a  large  portion  of  the  north  wall  and  seriously  vjounded  SPi; 
Iloreland  in  tho  head.  About  0700  ho^ars,  CIT  VJj.lloughby  vras  wouiided  by  a 
fpronade  that  e^^olodod  approximately  one  and  a  half  feet  away.  Tlie  flalc  jacket 
he  held  in  front  of  his  upper  body  stopped  most  of  the  fragments  and  ;)erhaps 
saved  his  life,  CPT  Willoughby  lost  consciousness  at  approximately  O83O  hoiars. 

Unknown  to  the  personnel  in  the  TOC,  efforts  were  being  made  by  SFC  Ashley, 

SGT  Allen,  and  SPli  Johnson  (Old  Camp  Laig  Vei)  to  relieve  the  trapped  Americans. 
After  iiTUch  iXirsuasion,  approximately  60  Laotians  were  mustered  to  pai’ticipate  in 
a  relief  operation.  The  three  Americans  led  tho  Laotians  vrast  on  highway  5 
toward  Carnii  Lang  Vei,  Tho  party  encountered  a  group  of  approximatoly  26  -  UO 
CIDG  survivors  near  the  road  and  the  Americans  ncrouadod  them  to  assist  in  the 
operation.  The  initial  assault  led  by  the  Arrnricans,  was  conducted  up  the 
Icr^h  of  101  Company  area.  When  they  reached  the  end  of  101  Coraicany  area, 
they  began  to  receive  machine  gun  or  automatic  small  arms  firo  after  which 
the  indigenous  troops  broke  and  ran  back  toward  highway  9.  Tho  Arrcricans 
were  therefore  forced  to  mthdraw.  By  this  time,  SFC  Craig  and  SSC  Tiroch 
had  left  their  hiding  place  ir-  the  craokbed  aiid  had  stumbled  upon  the  Laotian 
troops  and.  the  thr&G  Aracricans  near  the  gate  on  higlwray  9.  SFC  iishlcy  dirocted 
airstrikes  ou  tho  camp  and  thon  the  five  Aroericans  led  a  second  assault  which 
mot  similar  results .  A  third  assault  was  c.ttemptod  but  failed.  Airstrikes  vrare 
directed  on  target  by  SFC  Ashley  between  each  assault. 

>EarB7hiio,  LTC  Schungcl  and  IT  Wilkins  hobbled  ouu  from  under  the  vacated 
dispensary  at  approxi;iiately  0930  hours.  Tv.'O  burned  out  tanks  were  located 
just  west  of  tho  disv>ensary.  They  had  apparently  been  hit  by  ai.rcraft  and 
were  reduced  to  riubble,  'Ihe  two  wounded  men  wont  to  the  northern  side  of 
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highway  9  whuro  LTC  Schungol  was  again  vroundcd,  this  time  by  shrapnol  in  the 
thigh.  With  tha  assistance  of  a  CIDG  soldier,  and  LT  Wilkins  arrived  at 
tliu  yuat  gate  entraiiCO  to  tlio  oai;ip  wiiOiv  tliuy  Vioro  taken  to  the  Laotian  camp. 

At  approximately  1000  hours  the  TOC  regained  coinjitunications  with  SFC  Ashloy. 
Vhon  era  Willoughby  regained  consciousness,  it  was  approximately  1100  hours Gud 
the  A-tiisricanle-d  Laotian  -  ClDG  group  was  cn  their  fourth  assault.  The 
approach  this  time  was  between  101  and  LOlt  Company  areas,  but  the  samo  opixi- 
sition  and  sama  results  wore  met.  hotwean  each  assault  the  J^mcricons  had  to 
pull  back  and  rally  t!ie  indigenous  tmoos.  In  some  cases  the  indi;iGnous  troops 
ran  all  the  way  back  to  old  Comp  Lang  Vei.  On  the  fifth  end  last  assault 
wldch  carried  to  witliin  30  inoturs  of  tlio  TOC^  SFC  Ashley  vras  hit  in  the  right 
chest  by  small  arr,is  fire.  The  assault  faltered  and  the  indigenous  troops  again 
vjithdrow  in  spite  of  /uncrican  efforts  to  got  then  to  h.old  their  positions. 

SGT  Allen  and  SPh  Johnson  pulled  Ashley  out  of  the  line  of  oneny  fire  toward 
the  road  where  Ashloy  x-jas  put  in  a  \  tor.  truck  and  carried  back  to  the  old 
emnp.  First  Aillon  and  then  Johnson  continuously  administered  mouth  to  mouth 
resuscitation  to  SFC  Ashley,  Back  at  the  t;D.d  caiap,  which  was  now  receiving 
oneiTy  artillery  rounds,  SPh  Johnson  continued  this  critical  work.  An  artillery 
round  struck  -vithin  1$  meters  of  their  location.  SPh  Johnson  -was  knocked 
unconscious  and  shrapnel  mortally  wounded  SFC  Ashl.ey. 


.■Ill  five  attempts  to  relievo  tho  trapped  Airicricans  liact  failed  and  the  ilarines 
at  the  Khe  Sanh  combat  base  had  elected  mt  to  reiirforce  the  camp  according 
tv  tho  existing  contingency  plan.  Requests  for  assistance  from  the  liarines 
had  beenmada.  on  two  occasi;r.s  by  CVT  Willoughby.  At  OShO  hours 

era  ildxjai'ds  (S3,  Co  C)  requested  COL  Smith  (G3  Opns  Officer,  III  li'iF)  to 
implement  the  contingency  plan.  A  conference  call  among  COL  S;mi.th,  General 
Cushman  (CG,  III  MIF),  General  'Tompkins  (CG,  3d  i-Iarine  Div),  General. 
Westmoreland  ( COPIUSMACV ) ,  and  LTC  lioadley  (XO,  Co  C)  was  then  conducted. 

Because  it  vras  believed  that  the  attack  •.iriglit  be  a  coordinated  ""ajor  attack 
against  both  the  Special  Forces  camp  and  the  Klio  Sanh  combat  base,  Lang  Vei 
vras  not  reiriforced.  Shortly  after  noon  on  7  February,  COL  Ladd  (CO,  3th  SFGA) 
accompanied  by  LTC  Hassinger  (.000,  Sj.iecial  Gins),  briefed  General  Westmoreland 
•  in  the  situation  at  Lang  ''loi  and  the  require. ''.ent  t';  cv-aounte  t'no  survivors  of 
the  a+tack.  Also  in  attendance  at  this  mseting  were  General  Chaisson  (Chief 
COG  I'ii'iCV),  General  Cuslvnan,  General.  Tompkins,  in  ’whoso  aro.a  of  responsibility 
Lang  Ve±  lay.  General  Anderson  (CG,  1st  Marine  fdrwing),  and  several  other 

-P-P  ti  TT'P  T-f '*.<?  r-5  v-»  V  •*•>1'^'-^  Irnyvn  •-svm  O  nva  4- 'Wi T  4  T  4  4*+ 
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Avivericans  and  I4O  ClDG  .from  FOB  //3  into  old  L-ang  Vel.  There  vras  considerable 
argument  against  implementing  tlia  plan  bocauso  of  the  pessiblity  of'  lo.sing 
more  men  as  well  as  the  hclicop'i.cr.s.  General  Westmoreland  finally  directed  that 
the  aircraft  bo  made  availab..<-G  to  support  the  m-ovemont  of  tho  reaction  force 
from  FOB  #3  into  Lang  Voi  and  cxtr.act  the  si.irvivors.  COL  Ladd  coordinated  vrith 
General  Anderson  on  the  aircraft  support  requiroraent.s. 


i'lfter  his  arrival  at  the  old  camp  site,  LTC  .Schungel  established  o-ommuivications 
with  tiAJ  Quamo  at  FOB  #3  and  coordinated  vritn  him  the  plan  to  'bring  in 

a  fifty  man  reaction  force  to  evacuate  the  U.3/iSF  and  more  seriously  wouriclcd 
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indiconous  porsonnol.  Via  PRC  25  radioj  LTC  Schungel  and  Ct^  WilloufThby 
doviEod  and  coordinated  a  plan  for  the  esceiTc  of  the  Americana  from,  the  TOC. 

CPf  Willoughby  carefully  oriented  the  FAC  as  to  the  location  of  the  TOC  and 
di-rected  airstrikos  by  ME  Skyraiders  in  on  top  of  tha  camp.  After  the  last 
bombs  were  dropped  and  the  last  strafing  runs  were  conducted,  the  seven  man 
group  olimbod  out  of  the  TOG  entrance  in  single  file  leri  by  LT  Lenggrcar. 

CPf  WilloushW  and  SSG  Phillips  carried  SOT  Early  at  the  rear  of  the  file. 

SPli  Moreland  was  still  frantic  and  unoontrcllable  and  hod  to  be  loft  in  the 
TOC.  The  G^oup  received  continued  incffoctivo  firo  and  continued  northeast 
past  suppiy  bunlcor  T?  to  highi^ay  9.  IT  Quy  (who  liad  been  captured  by  the 
NVA,  escaped,  and  evaded  to  old  Lang  Vci)  met  then  at  the  east  gate  with  the 
\  ton  truck  and  drove  them  back  to  the  old  enrage  site. 

At  approximately  1715  hours  It'J  Quamo  and  the  reaction,  force  from  FOB  ,i'3 
arrived  on  site.  Supporting  the  oxfiltration  were  two  FAC's,  six  AIE  aircraft, 
four  Jet  figliters,  five  or  six  Jsrmy  and  Mai'ino  helicopter  ^;unships  and  four 
Narine  C.H-li6  holecoptors.  A  UH-JJD  (slick)  landed  first  on  the  old  Lang  Voi 
(irstrip  (vicinJ-ty  XD796361i).  kL'uJ  Quamo  directed  the  entire  operation, 

LTC  Schungel,  Cnalg,  Johnson,  and  Wilkins  wero  evacuated  on  this  fii'St  heli¬ 
copter.  Four  Marino  CR-lj6  helicopters  then  landed  the  reaction  force  to  secure 
the  landing  zone  dui’ing  extraction  of  the  remaining  Ajnericans  and  \rounded 
indigenous  troops.  As  the  big  ships  landed,  they  were  mobbed  by  the  frantic 
VietnejncBQ  and  Laotian  troops  who  had  to  be  physically  thrown  off  the  choppers. 
The  more  seriously  wounded  indigenous  troops  wore  taken  by  the  last  helicoptor. 
The  evacuation  of  all  US  survivors  was  completed  with  one  exception.  LT  Todd 
had  spent  most  of  the  attack  by  himself  in  the  emergency  uvedical  bunder.  At 
apjproximately  1700  hours,  ho  left  the  emergency  medical  bunker  and  proceeded 
to  the  TOC  in  ho,oes  that  he  would  find  some  Americans  there,  lie  saw  only 
Moreland,  who  appeared  to  bo  dead.  He  immediately  left  the  TOC  and  spotted  a 
helicoptor  leaving  the  aii’strip  near  the  old  camp  site.  He  proceeded  to  the 
airstrip  and  was  evacuated  by  helicoptor  along  vri.th  four  Americans  from  FOB  fr3» 

CIDG  survivors  who  escaped  and  evaded  to  the  Khe  Sanh  combat  base  were  initialHy 
I'ellovod  of  their  weapons  by  the  Marines  and  turned  away  at  the  gate.  As  soon 
as  it  was  discovered  that  this  was  happening,  LTC  Koadley  coordinated  VJith  the 
Narines  and,  ana'ngcments  were  made  to  receive  and  process  the  survivors  as  they 
arjpearod,  ivpproximately  l60  survivors  mado  their  way  to  the  Khe  Sanh  combat 
base  between  the  evening  of  7  Februair/"  and  1600  houi's  on  0  February  and  were 
transported  to  C  Conpony  in  Danang. 
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